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R E LIGIOUS 
CONCERNING 


LInequall Marrige, 
— - "Toberepreſented 


To the Generall Aflembly of the Kirk of 
SCOTLAND: 


Together with a PosTSCR1PT to the Com- 
milſsioners of the K1Rrx. 
- Whereunto is ſubjoyned 
ANAPPENDIX, 
Humbly tendred to the 
Parliament of ENnGLAanD, 
In reference to the late Tranſlations of State. 


And now laſtly is added 
A Faithfull and Conſcientious Account 
FOR 


Subſcribing the Engagement. 


By T homas Paget, Miniſter of the VVord 
in SHREWSBURY. 


Jer.6.16. Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the wayes and ſee, and ach for the old 
paths,which is the good way,and walk therein,and ye ſhall find reſt ou your ſouls. 

John 8 31,32. Then ſaid Feſws to thoſe Diſciples which believed on him, If ye con- 
rinue in my word then are ye my diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall know the truth ,qud 
the truth ſhall make you free. 
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SANA tired 


TotcheRight V Vorſhiptul Mr. Mayor, 


Aldermen and Inhabitants of Shrewsbury, 


fearing God, and faithfull ro rhe Common-wealth of 
England; Together with my ancient Neighbours, and Chriſti= 
an acquaintance in Cheſhire , Lanca(hire , and other 
parts: Love and Peace with Holinſle be 
multiplied unto you. 


Moſt endeared Fathers and Brethren in the Lord 
Chriſt, 
ea; Ora'much as ſubſcribing the Engage: 

> ment 1cquued by Act of Parliament, is - + = +: 
very unwortmly contradicted, and un- < 
juſtly cenTured; rot only by ſome men 

of cor'1vpt minds and perverſe fpirits, bur 

Ms alſo by =» eminent perſons pro' efling 53 - + 

the truth which is after godlinels;as it a declaring & pro- 

miſing to be true and faithfull ro the Common- wealth of 

Eneland,asit is now eſtabliſhed without aKing,and houſe 

of Lords, were unlawfull. It hath therefore ſcemed good' 

unto me,(who am concerned herein,as well as other pru- 

deor anu piouſly conſCient1ons Chriſtians throughout the 

XN... '\togive ajult and faithful account of the Reaſons 

grounded on the Word of God, perſwading and Tway- 

ing to ingage. This my undertaking isalſo the rather in 

the behalf, and for the ſake of ſ{everall ſorts of people , I 

being deſirous according to the wilTof God ,' as opottu- 

nity and cipacity ſerveth, to do good unto all ; albeit, 

more eſpecially to the houſhold” of faith. Becauſe ſome 

are, V/F, , 1, Malig- 


\1 


r. Malignant adverſaries, who ceaſe not to withſtand 
and calumniare jult waies, and to ſpeak evill of them that 
walk thercin, as evill doers, even theſe enemics of righte- 
ouſneſſe, have notwithſtanding ſome offices of neigh- 
bourly love, and Chriſtian dury owing to them from 
Chrifts Diſciples, which ought to be performed. Sec 
Mat .5.44. that ſothey may be convinced, and made a- 
ſhamed, and their ignorance may be pur co ſilence, ( 1 Per. 
2.15.& 3.16.) it peradventure they may repent , and ob- 
taine pardon of their fin. Sce A@.8.22. 

2. Sullen malecontents, and refratory deſpilers of 
preſent Government, tranſported by a ſpirit of deluſion; 
who unavoidably taking notice of the Viail of Gods 
Wrath powred upon the Sun, 7. e probably, on an emi- 
nent nominall Proteſtant Prince, bur adhering fixedly to 
Romiſh Hierarchy, rooted in Popery, ſo as they are ſcor- 
ched with hear, and gnaw their tongues for pain, and 
think they do well to be angry even to death , not repea- 
ting of their deeds. nor giving glory tro God, Who 
knoweth whether ir may yer pleaſe God, that theſe may 
nothearken to that divine exhortation, Zech.2 13. Be ſo- 
lext 0 all fleſh before the Lord , for he is raiſed np out of his 
holy habitation , Yea, and take up the acclamation of the 
Angell of che waters, Rev.16.5,6,7 . Thou art righteous 
O Lord, which art, and waſt , and ſhalt be, becauſe thou haſt 
judged thus, For they have ſhed the blood of Saints and Pro- 
phets, and thou haſt given thembloud to drink , for they are 
worthy. And of another Angell, Even ſo Lord God Almighty, 
true avd righteous are thy jud;ements, 

3- Novices, and unskiltull perſons newly entred into 
the way FOR whe are as Children ,-and have. 
not fo tully attained the Spirit of Love, of Power, and of 
a found mind, nor yet arc of capacity by uſeto —_ 

[| 


their ſenſes in diſcerning both good and cvill,(Heb.5.13, 
14.) ſuch ought ro be dealt withall reſpeRively and- ren- 
derly, and by ſome manuduttion guided inTheir way, &- 
ven as a nuile cheriſherh her children in their minority, 
Sce 1ſ4.66.12,13. Hoſ.11.3. 1 Theſ.2.7. 

4.Scrupulous queſtioniſts, and conflicting Chriſtians in 
the ſchool and held of fpiricuall warfare, who being af- 
ſaulred by the luftfull devices of cheir owne deceirfull 
hearts, and alſo by Satan, and his Agents co-operating 
ſuggeſtions , may ſtand in need of brotherly and fellow 
ſouldicrly affiltince , and mutuall iacouragement. See 
Gal.5.17. 1 Fohw 2.1 3,14. Even as the brave Caprtaine 
Generall Foab did molt prudently in a Councel of War, 
advertiſe his brother 46:p@: inthe warre againſt the Sy- 
rians and Ammonites, 2 Saw10.9.10,11,12. | 

5. Fathers and growne men in Chriſtianity , eſtabli- 

ſhed in therruth, which 1s after godlinefſe, who are come 
to the Uniry of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Sonne of God, ang-a perfe&t man, unto the meaſure- of 
the ſtature of the; fulncſſe of Chriſt, Ephel. 4:13. even 
theſe may be.excited and incouraged to. glorifie God in 
their beholding the unanimity of their brethren , in their 
aings according to the uncontronlable principles of the 
ſacred Scriptures, of both the Old and New Teſtamen, 
See Exod, 20. 12, Rom, 13.1. compared with Gala, 1. 
23-24. 

5.The Supreme Po d Fathers of our Native 
Countrey, may hence take knowledge for their greater 
incouragement, (who have enated Parliamencarily the +. 
ſubſcribing of the Engagement) in their well-govcrningy 
that the Chriſtians ſubje@ro their Authority , doe with. 
good reaſon ſubmit themſelves ro a due compliance 
therein, andatre rcady to render juſt grounds of x _ ſoo- 
- bveying 


beying inthe Lord,according tothe rule of Scripture. Sce 
Mat. 22.21. Titus 3.1, 

| This my plain and vpright- hearted endeavour, 1 doe 
humbly 6ffer and dedicate ro your prudent and imparti- 
all: cenſures and patronage, who according to the know- 
ledge you have experienced of my doctrine and conver- 
ſation amongſt you,are moſt able and meer ro judge what 
I ſay, and in proving all things, to hold faſt that which 
is good, as indeed ye ought. See 1 Cor. 10.15. 1Thef, 5. 
21. My reciprocall and obliged Engagement mutnally , 
I chuſe to expreſle in the very wqgds of the blefſed Apo- 
ſtle Paul, even as he teſtified his love and ftairhtulneſſe ro 
che Saints at Corinth. See 2 Cor,1.12,13. My rejoycing 15 
this the teftimony, of my conſcience, that in ſimplic ty, and 
godly ſincerity, not with fl:ſhly wi[dome , but vy the grace of 
God, 1 have had my converſation in the world , and more a- 
bundantly to you wards, For I write none other things un- 
ro you, then what you read, or acknowled:e, and I truſt 
| you ſhall acknowledge, eventothe end. Now the God 
of peace that broughr again from che dead our Lord, Je- 
ſus, that great Shepheard of the Sheep, through the 
blood of the everlaſting Covenant: Make you perfeR in 
every good work to do his will, working 'in you that 
which is wel-plcafing in his {ight,through Jeſus Chrift, 
To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amer. So prayeth, 


Your ſervant in the Lord for Jeſus ſake, 


T homas P aget. 
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To the Reader. 


His laſt addition mentioned in 
the title of theſe following dil- 
courles,ſhould haye come+torth 
eight moneths lince; but many 

- occaſions intervening , and a- 
mong mo os obſer. 

ving that many learned diſconries- were about 

Ei. time pub CThed by others onthe-ſame argu- 

ment, he thought the world would have lefle 

need of his, but finding ſince that time-(beſides 
the perfwafion of ſuch as had viewedit, to 
whoſe judgement he owed much) many nota- 
ble things come to paſle in the event of affairs, 
in a manner then foretold to thole of that fa&ti- 
on (pretended to bethe old Presbyterian ) to 
whom the advertiſement agrecing* with the 
ſcope of the book,was particulaily dire&ed,and 
; many 


Go Go 


many dangerous conjun@ions ſince diſcove- 
ted (which were then foreſeen, when they ſee. 
med to be moſt conceal'd:) repented him not 
that ir was defer'd till now, having more hope 
that after ſo many means of conviction, they 
might be now found the willinger to open 
their ears to that evidence of truth which is laid 
before them, inducing them with the ſame ſo- 
lidity and clearnefle of Realon to ſubmirtto the 
Engagement, as he had done before, in exhor- 
ting them to a peaceable compliance with the 
preſent Government ; though then for ſome 
private Reaſons, under the aſſumed name of 
THrzoPHilus PHILOPATRIUS. And 
thus much was thought good to be prefixt to 
the former advertiſement, which now follows, 


By the ſame friend to pure Religion 
and his Native Countrey. 


Hdd844088408886484 064354048 
An Advertiſement by way of Preface 


to the Neophyte Presbyterian Miniſters of 
England and Ireland. 


He reverend Author of theſe ſe- 
E veral Diſcourſes following , 
though a ſtranger to me, ap- 
pears throughout the whoſe 
| 7 Treatiſe, to be of that judg- 
ment in (hurch-Diſcipline, which is called Presby- 
terian, but far different from fome opmions 
which ſo many of thoſe, who in theſe days 
aſſume that name, have under thar pretext larely 
broached among us, with ſuch diſturbance of 
the Peace, and Civil Magiſtracy of the Land, 
His yeers likewiſe intimared in a paſſage of his 
Book,with other Arguments, give us to believe 
him more then ordigarily verſed, both in the 
writmgs of the go | on-Conformiſts of this 
Natzon, and the acquaintance and familiarjty of 
many grave and worthy Miners, whole aith 
and conſtancy, endured the tryals of tony perſe- 
cations and exiles, under the raign of thetwo 


laſt Kings. 


A 2 | Whereby 


W1 


Whereby the world may know (beſides 
what hath been lately ſhewn. in ſeveral other 
Tyeatiſes,and chiefly forts Hiſtories-of the Scot- 
iſh Reformation, penned by the moſt eminent of 
the Presbyterians, and principal munagers of 
thoſe Affairs) that theſe ſubſcribers in London of 
the Repreſentation, Vindication, &-c;” againſtthe 
tryal of the late King, &c. and their copartners 


in ſubſcriptrons on the ſame accompr in Lanca- 
ſhire, Eſſex, or any other County of England, 


I with the hn”; of LY in Treland (as 
{fs many of them, at leaſf, whoſe countenance, or 


names, have not been made uſe of without 
their knowledg) are not as they profeſs to be,the 
followers of thoſe ſincere, and pious men of this, 
or other Reformed Proteſtant ( ountreys, whole 
doftrine, and boly life, in the midit of all kinde 
of ſufferings. (unto which they were then ex- 
poſed) hath yet left a Religious memory of a ſweet 
ſmelling favor behinde them. 

Which Contratenoy of thele mens,appears not 
onely in thoſe aſſumed Yindications, with their 
other ſlightings of the preſent Authority, and de- 
faming the higher powers placed over them in 
the manage of their truſt ; and theſe Repreſen- 
tations attended in odium tertii by an wmatural 

coition 


cdition in-foipalpable eps with the tumultuous 
ſpirits of their old, and (by themſelves declared) 
inrveterate enemigs ; of char part of their old and 
once owned friends, which 1s now become un- 
to them a principal abomination; by reaſon of 
thoſe their -late avowed and purſued principles, 
molt inconfiftent with their intereſt, and of the 
rude multitude, of whoſe crying one day Hoſan- 
nah,and by and by Ong need not more 
experience: They al[ this while not foreſeeing 
how naturally theſe courſes do tend to ſettle on 
their own heads,by their own hands, thoſe very 
evils, whereof they are moſt afraid. 

Bur-allo that they may be ſure to kee 
diſtance from.their moſt faithful. and lin 
1y approved friends, their countermining- is yet 
more evident - (a new opportunity to ſhew them- 
ſelves ariling) in their tenacious adhering to [ct 
days of Humiliation, in oppoſition-to.oecaſronal,; 
wherein the opinion, and prafiice of the Reformed 
(Churches, and eſpecially of the ( burch of Scot- 
land (with whom they moſt plead to have wai- 
formity) is cleerly no lels againftthem, of the 
which, ſuch a 4 them as have either been con- 
merſant in their Writmgs, about their Diſcipline, 
againſt the Prelatical,or have had the opportunity 


of 


of any free diſatarfe with their Cominiſtoners in 
the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, or.ellewhere, cat 
not poſſibly have any colour to plead ignorance. 
:'Ito/both of which ſo-oppolite aſpetts, that 
they did not upon theix own principles chuſe to 
fall, but were indeed by emergence of octurrences 
furprizingrhemy driven; is very apparent by 
rhat ready: Teftimony,which the molt forward of 
them at firſt: were obſerved to give | (beſides 
former exprefoions that way looking) to the very 
Remontrance'of che. Army, in what concerned 
even the callory of che- King ro account, : and 
afterwards ' ſo perfetth falling out with it, by 
reaſon of che maner of doing, viz, The fuſpenfien 
6f forme Members of Parliament,ec.The which 
mantr notwichſtanding made veyd,does ſweep 
along with it (whereof they cannor be jgno- 
rant) the Alpha and Omega of their friends tranſ- 
«Rios for the re-eſtublifhmentand preſervation of 
Presbytery; £7; in Scotidnd; againſt che Prelati- 
tal innndations chey having in the beginning of 
theſe confhts, no Parkament,till their fword 4 
cing their other addreſſes, begot both it, and 
their aſſembly; and that Parliament in a few 
fucceſFions degenerating ; thele again with their 
own fword-alsifted with the followers of their 

copy 


copy'irr this Land,” aving 2 -OVerturndd 
that line, and cur out anew Pelianentinafea 
of atiother Conſtitution of Members and ananizec 
paſſed jentence:of Nox-Communion in an | Admonis 
tim upon the meet inthe ſettlement —_ 
Nation,apon the Conceſſions at Newport as bein 
worouke -fpecially profeſt Intereſt of "Ig 
ſelves, and their Prechyterian ah; arr in England. 
The'which acquieſcers ſeeing they were thoſe 
heterogeneous Members, who could not bat 
levany hwilding;ſave on that fawndation, till they 
were taken - our'of the way'; what a chain of 
ſeewity, their continuance atthe ſterm, might 
have frartied; the- amfideration = the links of 
their adherents, "Tnchii al}, Ormond, &c. 


Yer going on, "who! fic furcher 2 
will help hendiveora 
' Eris heartily Hlrelare fled acti with 


me, I donbr not, 'bar'byatithoſe who ducly 
poder the preſent apr ofthe moſt of them.) 
That if their judgments be; indeed inclined tothe 
Predbjterian way; they would be more-cauelous 
inthe offering to engage a whole Parry, in what 
is too too evidently the meer driving on of the 
ſelf-intereſt of ſome diſcomented perſons , and 
indeed apply: themſelves without partiality to 


the 


m_—_— —— 


the Law and Teſtimony, as they. have this aged, 
and/#erverend:Author, in-thele his grove and. ju- 
dutmadDiſcuſitons. (upon ſpecial keaſon, we ſee 
directed 'rothoſe ounneexeſt neizhbors of, Hrot- 
land) | for an example, together with ſuch ather 
worthy ancients, whether, in yeers or wnderſtad- 
ing, whidh do.yet-remain exemplyry,, who-(be- 
ing of 'a falleragens controverſies of this-natere, 
then by ſuch as latishe them/el-ves. to ſwim-ith a 


ream, is: attained) , by. reaſon of uſe harue their © 


ſences'exerciſed to,diſcern, and are'become more 5kil- 


ful in the word of righteouſneſs,and ſhine with great- 


er brightneſs, in the rendring; of what 1s-due unto all, © 


as ordained.of God.And that.they would timely 
ceaſe their. cauſing of. many toftumble,(an'eruil of 
old complained 'of-by che Prophet, as raignwe 
in the Miniftery ok; that generation, lee and con- 


fider Mal.2,7,8;9.Jand.thatthey would notgo 


onto render themſel-ues contemptible-before the peo- 
ple, by their corrupting the-Cevenant, which is the 
main ſcope of this -premiled  Advertiſerentito 
theſe. Leaders. of the owper-credulows., into. the 
| fnare-whereinithey bave led.them/el-pes captive. 
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QVESTION 


To be repreſented to the 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Of the Kirk of 
SCOTLAND; 


Touching the unlawfulneſs and nullity of ſome 
kinde of unequal Marriage , 


As a Conſegry to the late Neceſſary and Seafowebl 
Teſtimony, againſt T oleration, in reference to Religion : 
m the Commiſſioners of the Kirk. 


The Preamble to the Queſtion. 


witkeoaT is moſt humbly and fincerely defired, 
& That the Reveretd , and godly-wiſc 
WE Paſtors, and Flders of Scotland, con- 
UW yerning in the General e4ſembly of the 
& Kirk, may be pleaſed ro take into their 

Y grave and mature deliberations, the en- 
2 {ving Zxeſtion of grand importance and 
W- expeditticy. They are earneſtly and 
religionſly folicited hexeunco the net, its Biilring Keſo- 
” tion 


| ('z) | 
tion 6f the caſe in hand,'may argue ; not onely their unfeigh- 
cd and impaitial zeal againſt Toleration, in reference to Relp- 
gion, ( which the neceſſary and ſeafonable Teſtimony from 
their Commiſſioners of the Kirk, with their Admonition and 
Fxhortation. unto their Brethren in England; together alſo 
with the Coacarrence of the Eftates in Parliament, allowing, 
and atteſting the ſame ; and a Letter likewiſe from the ſad 
Commiſſioners, to the Miniſters of London Province, dated at 
Edinburg, Jan.18; 164g. do fairly and learnedly precend un- 
to, and in the judgment of Chriſt;an charity, do piouſly con- 


rend for, according to the Scriprufes,) but allo may cendVto + 


iſtruR and eſtabliſh pure mindes, ſtudious of tr«th and peace, 
in this conjunure of cloudy and ſcrupulous emergencies, OC- 
caftoned by the extraordinary overtyres and myſterious tranſ- 
attions of the Parliaments , and Souldieries in  Engtand-and 


Scotland ; even in the"one Natzon, as well asin the other, both ' 


in the State and Church affairs. But let the Anſwer be ingenu- 
ous, punQual, ſolid, plain, and cleer, grounded on the holy and 
good Word of the eternal God; and let it be truly weighed in 
the balances of the Sanftnery, which deceive not, nor can be 
deceived. For ſo it becometh the :r4th which is after godli- 


This is bratherly and'modeſily requeſted by an E ngleſ Mini- 
fter of the Goſpel, in his meaſure zealouſly affefted to the 
honor of the true God, and ſincerely loving to his moſt endear- 
ed native Country , and ,a hearty wel-wiſher of the beſt good 
unto theirs; who hath noww' about rhe ſpace of fourty yeers 
ſerved God with his Spirit in the Goſpel preaching the Word in 
ſeafon, and our of ſeaſon ;- reproving, rebuking, and exhort- 
ing, with all />ng-/uffering and dorine (fave in ſome intervals, 
» ; a firſt, Ro” I, and hi time hindered, and ploy 
by , Prelatical ſuſpenſion , and Tyrannical perſecution for t 
Ea oP Tis pl % cod thevs y necefficared to kee 
fence, rill the indignation was overpaſt ; ) and who ſtill aged, 
endeyoreth diligencly and induſtriouſly, according to his cape- 


' Kingdoms of 


ciry, ability, $5 ur the propagaring of the Gelph, | 
10n 
of 


» the utter extirpation and ſubye 


ſon: 


y— 


MmoaVv<rv 


of Papery, Prelacy, Swperſtition, Hereſfie, Schiſms, and Prophane- 
neſs, and the eſtabliſhment of the Foers and Diſcipline of 
Chriſt in Presbyteries and Synods in all Charches, joying great- 
ly, in bcholding ſuch order, and contributing. prayers,” That no- 
torious Delinquents may in adue way, be cenſured and pro- 
ceeded a; according. as the nature and degree of their 

ence may require, in doing juſtice and judgment upon them ; 
that ſo the Lords people may not be left to oppreſſors , whole 
deſignes and machinatigns do portend to make voyd God his 
holy, jaſt, and good Laws, and Ordinances. | 


The Queſtion. 


WV PHether the marriages of men, profeſſing the true Religi- 
on of God, according ts the Faith of Gods eleft, and 


arknoWledging the Truth, Which us after godlineſs ; contratted and 
made With the idolatrous daughters of a Pros e god, and through 
ſtrong deluſion, beleeving a lie afie-thr wakes of Satan, in all 
deceiveableneſs of unrighteonſneſs ; ought not in a due way to be 
ſeparated, and made voyd, at being anullity (de jure) from the 
firſt 7 And whether the children horn of them in their pretended 
conjugal Society , ought nar to be ſeparated, and caſt out from 
patrimonial Inheriting ? eAnd conſequently, Whether the marri- 

roteſtants of the true Chriſtian Religion, made with 


tex &: 


age? of Proteſt 
Papiſts of the Antichriſtian, falſe Religion ; ought not to be P rap is+ 


ſeparated? And whether the children born of them, ought not to 
be aſſt out from inheriting in (hriſtian Nations of the Reformed - 


true Ke 19100 ! 


The ſtare of the Queſtion diſcuſſed and ven- 


tilared, in the conſideration of certain Obſervarti- 
ons, Caſes, and Reftriftions; for anticipating 
miſpriſion, and futile prevarication. 


wiz. There is a laWfulneſs-and requifitneſs, of epa- 


I, #« He ſubjeRt of the 2neſtion is taken for granted, * 


| rating and making 20yq, che marriages of ſome per- 
ſons unlawfully contraRted at ke firſt; and There © a laWfmnl- 


B 2 neſs 


-— 


y_ on, 


neſ+of the calting out the ch4dren, born of them. The Ford 
of God giveth very evident celtimony hereunto, holding forth: 
a moſt dirett and nndeniable preſident, beyond all excepcion, ag" 
being praQicable accordingto Law, in the caſe of divers of! 
rhie people of Tſrael, returned from the Babylonifſh captrvity,' 
who had tranſgreſſed abominably in making mixr marriages ;. 
and who therefore as the caſe required, did in{titite Reforman 
- 9 twn,and accordingly did reform,” This appeareth*Zz-ie g. :0%: 
Txt 509 10, throughout, and more patticulartyChap. 10.'3,16.” Here. 
unto alſo the droelca oin, in _ buſineſs in hand,” doth 
Fa 4 notably ſerve for ://n[tration. See Gal. 4:30. { aſt ont the bond- 
yas 4.3 OT i A her ſon, 7 Such was the $0985 ce caſe (in 
ſome ſort infamous) of King Henry the cighth of Bygland; 
who in an Oration to his Swbjets, gave them to undeand 

That the Cady AHery his daughter, was not ed: his /awfl 

danghbter, nox neen Katherine,her mes, Ki 
ar their pretended Tomngal ſociety had been m able 
| þ He: $. adultery, as he had been informed by divers learned” Clerks : 
"Whereupon afterwards, the marriage was deelared, and made 
voyd.: Sec 2. Vol. of the Book of . Martyrs, pag- 327. Edit. 
ay Thus it is manifeſt, that ſome pretended conjugal ſociety, 

and fruit of it, may be ſeparated 8m cat OV: 

14. Tristo be obſerved, thit ieGad df Heaven, and Egqreh, 
doth really diſtinguiſh, and pur difference, berwixt per/ox and 
p8/0u 3 and requirerh likewiſe,” That his people ſhould do fo too 
in their walking and conperfing with humane /aciety, according 

. to occaſion, in ſuch Toriptural notions and expreſſions, as fol- 
lowing are ſpecified and inſtanced for berter diſcerning herein, 


Vi&s \ 
I. The ſeed of the Woman and the ſeed of the Serpent, Gen, 
IF, | rod 
4 2. The ſons of Cod, and the drughters of men, Gen.6. 2,4. 
3, Noah h# family, and the ola world of the ungodly; 2 Pet. 
_- 
4. Thetents of Shem, Canaan hi ſervant, Gen.9.27, 
OW” (ircumciſed perſons , and uacircumciſed ones, Gen, 17, 
Sr. Tent aha. 


6, Children 


(5) 
F. 6. Childen of the free-woman , and of the Band-woman , 
al.4. 31. | 8 
7. lſraclites, a#d Gentiles, Exod. 19. 5,5. 
$: Precious ones, and vile perſons, Jere.15.19. 
9. Jews, and adverſaries of Judah, Ezra 4. 1,2,3. 
10. Righteous, and the wicked, Mal. 3.18. 
. 11; Children of God, and children of the devil, 1 John 3.10. 
12. Regenerate, and unregenerate, John 3.3, & c: 
13. Spiritual man, and natrral man; 1 Cor. 2.14, 15. 
I4. Beleevers, and unbeleevers, 2 Cor. 6. 14+ 
I5. Chriſtians, and Antichriſts, AQts 11.26. 1 John 2.18. 
16. Within the Church, and without, 1 Cor.5.12. Aqts 2,47. 
2, One inwardly in the heart, and one outwardly, Rom. 2, 
28, 29. 
18. Duichned, anddead, Epheſ. 2,5. \ 
19, Children of the light or day, and of darkyeſs, or the night, 
1 Thel.5.5. 
20. Baptized, aud unbaptized, Lake 3.7. and 7 30, G&c. luk 5.7 
_ it may be diſcerned, how axarriages may be made in 7.50 
the Lor . 
III. The 2xeſtion is not propounded, touching a /epara- 
ting of the marraages of ſuch perſons who were married, when 
both of. them were idolatrows.,, but after the marriage, one of 
chem through the diſpenſation of rhe Goſpel, becometh a convert 11 
to the trwe Religion : Neither is it touching chETaTting our of 
their children, (ith ſuch their condition, and ſuch fate of their 
children likewiſe, is cleerly and. punQually ſpoken unto, and 
determined by the Apoſtle Paw, in the caſe of deſertion, or 1 cov. 7. 10 
nox-deſertion, according as occalion may offer. See T Tor. 7. 
IO, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16. The caſe of Galeatins (aracciolus, $ 
Marqueſs of ico, declared in his life, tra into Engliſh, 
by W. Cr. cap. 25. is. a (ingular inſtance in the ſpecified 
occaſion. 
I V. Neicher is the 2effion 'about the abrogating of the 
marriage of ſuch a profeſſor of the trae Religion, ET mA due. 
way, doth eſpouſe himſelf unto ſuch a woman, whole parents.” 
and progenitors are grolly idolatrous, and ſhe her ſelf was _ 
y 


» 


(6) 
ly ſuch, bur-ſhe is now converted, and embraceth the true Re. 
{:gion, before the marriage be made : For there are approved 
. preſidents in the Word of God, of the lawfulne/s of ſuch their 
' matrimony. See Ruth 4.13. compare chap.1. 16. 1 Kings 1..3. 
compare Pſal.45. 13. <p ; : 

'V. Nor yet the Aueſfion is.not inſtituted with a partial re- 
ſpect agd exception of ſome ſorts of perſoys, but ic equally and 
indifferently concerneth any. ſort and drgree of .per/ons whom- 
ſoever, whether Civil or Ecclefraſtical, Supreme'or Inferior , 
Rich or Poor, &c; Sith by accali6n there is apoilibilicy, that 
any ſorts and degrees of perſons.may be tempted, and fall into 

- one miſcarriaxe, as well aganother as is implyed, Gal.6.1. Yea, 
and the Scripture. inſtanceth the rran/greſions. in ſuch kinde, 
even of Kings, Princes, Rulers, Prieſts, Levites, and People.- 
"See Nehe. 13.26 Exra9.1,2. The Scripture 'giveth inſtance 
. likewiſe, of coxr/e held for redreſs, ſee Ezra 10, Nehe. 13. 
VI. Moreover, the 2xeſtion is not, whether the profeſſors 
_ of the rrwe Religion, having cranſgrefſed by. making wixe marri- 
apes, may, or ought, at .their own pleaſute, Pn 
wives, by their own and ſole authority ; and fo likewiſe, caſt 
- out their children : Sith ſuch procedere, it may ſeem, if admit- 
_ edef, ought to be by the deciſion and order of ſuch, as have 
calling and authority thereunto. As it may appear, Ezra 10, 2, 
3,4. Nehe.13.23,24,25- | | | 
- VII. Likewiſe, the 2#eſtion is not touching a making voyd 
the marriages of the profeſſors of the rae Religion , who are 
married to profeſſors of the ſaid rrxe Religion tor the ſubſtance 
of it, - but ſome difference is in ſome circumſtantial matters, 
and /uperſtruttive opimiens, which do not deſtroy the foundation 
and principles of the- rrne Religion. Sith ſuch condition of 
Aifference 11 judgment, about leſſer matters in Religion, may 
| be incident unto ſome members of the true Churches of C briſt. 
.See 1 Cor,3.3,4,12, 'Phil.3.13. 

- VIII. Neither is-the 2zeſtion concerning profeſſors of the 
true-Religion, who are charitably and probably repured-to be 
truely religiow, having the Spirit of power, and of love; and 
of a ſound minde ; but their yoke-fellows prorefling outwardly 
onely, 


| (G5) 
onely, «nd having a ferm of LAPS but deny the power of it ; 
rofcling indeed, that they know God, but in their Works deny 
mm ; whether theſe. ſhould be \ parated, and their children 
 caſtoure Sich profeſſion Jenominaerihe Religion, Howbeit. Note, 
inthe ſeventh and eighttrec 27, Tpennal andutretmoſt fairhful 
endevor, ought to be uſed by perſons of good knowledg, to free 
therr yokefellows from the entanglement of erroneous opinions, 
and nchriſtian conver/ation, and to eſtabliſh them in the 274th ; 
if ſo, they way yet be brought to approve themſelves, as be- 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt}; and if Gedthrough their dxe Way of 
inſtruiling them wich meekneſs, may peradventure grant them 
repentance wntoliſe, and unto the' acknowledging of the truth, 
fee 2 Tim.2 25,26. Whereas'on the other hand in this caſe, 
God hateth putting away, (as being a trecherows dealing againſt 2 
' onerTompazion, "and Wife of his Covenant. (c@ M1.2.14 15,16.) 
fave inthe'caſe of Whoredom alone ; for'in ſuch caſe it is law- T1, 
Ful to 'proeure a Bill of drvorcement ' for the putting aWay of . 1993 
the Wife, notwichſtanding the mwrriage was lawfully made and 
continued, until ſuch occafion, fee Matth.19:9. 
IX. And laſtly, the', 2-eftiox is not whether in all ages and 
-times recorded in the- Scriptures, the Ralers commiioned to 
execute j#ſtice and judgment on notorious off tudor? ; have fully 
approved their integrity and faithfulneſs, in ating in the ſpeci- 
fied caſe as had been meet. 1. Foraſmich as the /acred Records 
-in matters of fat, are many times ſitent, leſt they ſhould be roo 
voluminons, and beeaoſe allo War with io recorded is enough 
for the guiding 'of wn, ne of their coarſe, ſee o = Jo 
. Fobn 31.25. and Chap.20 30,31, >». And foraſmuch as ſome-@ | 21 2 


times the Rulers, who ought to have been vigoroufly ave 


2gainſt mycarriage of any berein, have been themſelves dc{;x- 
went, and ſo the eg of Juſtice hath been Thereby blunted ; > 
ce Solomon, Nehe. 13.26. Jehoram, 2 Chron. 21.6.” 3. Yea, _ 

and foraſmuch as piows and reforming Princes, have yet ſome of 

them been too remiſs in zealors executing according to Law, - 

as they ought To have done, even as the Scripture ſheweth in 

the example of graciows and worthy Fehoſhaphat, 2 ('hbren, 20. 

33- and of the- zealous and conſtantly upright- hearted King - S 


Aſa, 


— 
«Aſa, 2 Chron, 15-17. In their not taking. away of the bs 
Note, places. It is the Annotation in the Ffargent (of the Bible, 
Printed at Edirburgiby AndreW Hart,1610. much approvedin 
Scotland) on 2 Chro 15,16. touching King Aſa his pong 4 
5 his mother Afaachch from her regency, becauſe ſhe had made - 
| an in a Grove, t thergin he ſhewed helacked zeal, for 
wy] -v ſve onght to have died, both by the Covenant, as verl. 13. and by 
the LaW of Got; bit he gave place to fooliſh pity, and wonld 
ſeem alſo after a ſort to ſatisfie the Law, (Concerning the which 
Annotation, the propounder of this Yxeſtivn, heard ic report- 
ed about fourty yeers agone from authentick Witneſſes, that 
King 7ames was ſo offended thereat, that he for that Note ſake, 
would not permit thenceforth any Bbles in Engliſh to be Re- 
printed with any Annotations whatſoever, neither of the new 
Tranſlation, nor Of the former old Tranſlations. Which by the 
way, may advertiſe the earned and forward atteſting Brethren 
of the Miniſtery, both in Scotland, and in Londen, and ſome 
other Provinces of the Engliſh Nation , that it need not ſeem 


Mtrange, if there be a paxcity of om in .the Scriptwres 
N- 7 . , 
or modern Proteſtant writings, penal executions on ſuper- 


lative perſons, eſpecial ly as ys«tters have ſtood under Monar- 

chy : When yet notw! ing, there is /wre and /afficient 

le and example in the Word of God, either direfUy expreſſed, 

* or byjuſt conſequence to be deduced from the latitade of Com- 

mandments, and Scripture Hiſtorical, whieh may fſatisfie Con- 

ſcience, and alſo oblige and encourage unto the dve exerutzon of 

Zuſtice : ſothat the 2weſtion is. asit is ſtated, Whether, comp- 

 mniſſioned Rulers, ſupreme. or ſubordivate, ought, not formerly , 

* andconſequently, Whether they ought not ſtil, even-in-theſe 

Goſpel-days, according to occaſion, fee to Tegal execution in the 
»atter in hand, or any other >?" — FO? | 


Motives 


| (9) 
Wotives inducing unto the ropoeleming of the 
| c 


Aveſtion , arguing the imporranc 
expediency of it, 


I, TExts of Scripture expreſly, 

j 1. Reqiiring and commaniding profeſſors of the tr«+ 
Religion, that when they ſhall make uſe of their /iberty or 
neceſſity to marry, to be ſure that they To marry onely in the 
Lord, (ee 1 Cor.7.39. 

2. Prohibiting- and forffgding people in (ovenant with 
God, to make any marriages with daughters who are ſtrangers 
to the Covenant 7 God, Fre Dent.7.3. 2 Cor.6.14. 

3. Complaining of, convincing, and reprehending ſuch 
mixthre it marriages, ſee Exra 9. 2, Nehe.13. 23, 24,25 ,28, 


4. Threatning, and denouncing puniſhment to be executed 
in ſuch caſe of #n/awful marriages, whoever the offenders are, 
ſee Mal.3.12, 

5. Informing of the approved comr/e of faithful and religi- 
ons Rulers, in the ſeparating and putting aWay ſuch idolatrows 
wives, and ſuch as were Robe done according to 
the Linw, ſee Ezra 10: 2,3, os. _- | 

6. Declaring and/ſhewitig Gods proceedings in judgment 
againſtthe'a/d wor 14, by the delve or fin \ nde, ſee 
rey 2,3,090 . 


TI. * D#vine forceable Reafony made 'uſe of in the holy 
Seriptwres, met proftbane marriages, taken from 


the | "te | 

- x. Tnequality of their being y4b24 together iti conjugal [c- 
Gery, teE'2 Cor.6. 14, 15,16, compared with Dexr.2 2.10. 

- +2, Kxtrream dang er of the not attaining of an holy /cedin 
mitt marriage, which yer ought to be ſeriouſly looked afrer, 
25 that which God ſecketh and minderh; fee AL. 2.15. But in 
all appearance, is likely'to be fruſtrated hereby, ſee Exr# 9.2. 
Nehe, 13. 23,24. Inaſmuch Com are moſt apt to be 


waycd 


EXx0-/0 Z 


mal: z.107 


(10) 
[ ſwayed according to their mothers principles, ſee 2 Chron. 
23. 3,4. h ſs OOPS <> 


+3. Dangerous enſuaring the huchinds, in the fin of the 
Wives, #oreſeen aw Ti Taezalk by the Lord himſelf, ſee 


Dent .7.4. and envincedby woful event, ſee 1 King. 11. 1,2 4. 
Nehem. 13. 26. whencealſo enſueth, an hinderance ordeſturb- 
<þ ance of relagions family duties of prajer, 1 Pet. 3.7. andcon- 
-J Mequently a drawing down the Wrath of God on them, Ferem. 
IO. 25, 7 | 

I TI. Evident teſtimonies of ancient and modern Theologne, 
ia their approved Orthodox writings, OCCaonally treating 
hereabouts. vis. ” > 
1. O.d Tertullian, one of thE moſt learned Latine Fathers, 
(in'wtoTe writings, Cyprianthe Father, and Martyr delighted 
toexerciſe himſelf every day) £5b. 2. ad uxor. cap.3. He aſ- 
ſerteth, That beleevers marrying with Gentiles or Pavans, are 
Pg gniley of Whoredom, and that they ought not to be communicated 
witha7. This Book. of his is approved by AF. Senlterms, who 

was an eminent profeſſ«7 at Heydelbarg, in his Medyl. Parr. 
" 2. Peter Martyr, amoſt pious, learned, and mwch renovned 
profeſſor, heretofore at Oxford, and elſewhere, in the reign of 
©. f King Edward the ſixth, and very much endearedto moſt Ortho- 
 dox _—_ « the Refers Relipion, in his { pwn on 
1 K3ng.3.1. diſputing De difpars cepjugw, propoundeth ſundry 
1.K.5.1- e Ar [if againſt Set Ee orb ſome” of the 
Fathers, as being of his minde, eyen erome, eLugnſtine, tc. 
and anſwereth ſundry Objetiens ; yea, and albeit he hath 
« fomewhat in the cloſe of his diſcoxrſe co allay extream ſeverity, 
yer. it may appear, (the 2yeſtion being Toke ly Raced) that 


none of his allayes do infringe the Arguments. i 

37, That famous and Barrly ATi er of Chriſt in the Uni. 
verſity of Cambridg, Maſter William Perkins, in his Warning 
again(s the Idolatry of the laſt times, aſſerteth, That thEmarrs- 
ages of the Iſraelites, with [dolaters, mentioned Ezra 10, 3. 
were indeed voyd, and ne marriages. He alleageth two Rea- 
ſons thereof, tr TMterwhereot 1s, In that they Were nos onely 

nt idolaters, but alſo inticers to idolatry. God b 


mn, 


[\ 


expreſs Come 


_&” "If "= 2k 


2 oe 


C: emmanament, the foreſaid marriages Were nullties, as 


678, 

4. The judgment of ſome ſound and wwch honored Eugliſh 
Hiniſiers of the Goſpel, (molt of which, are now aſleep in the 
Lord, yet a few ſtill alive). who conferring and humbling them- 
ſelves frequently in private, at ſuch times as overtwres were 
with Spain, and ſhortly after with France, about King (harls 
his mixt marriage, The 2ueſtioniſt demanded the fame he now 
repreſents toODs/@uiſition, and the woſt and beſt approved tor 
their /carning and piety, inclined to the affymative. 

5. The Solemn League anTCovenant, T642. ennaging unto) 
an extirpation of Popery, in the ſecond Article : For the courſe 
inſiſted on, in the D veſtion , ſeemeth to have an effeftwl 

yy, to the keeping of the ſaid Covenant in that Article 
OT If, | 
6. The Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the K rk 
in Scotlaxd, in the Neceſſary and Seaſonable Teſtimony againſt 
Toleration, arproved by the Eftates of proſe Patianerr 
Who amongſt other Texts of Scripture, alleaged by them. 
againſt Toleration, have theſe words, Pag.5. The children of 
Iſrael after their return from Babylon, made a Covenant, and 
LACS A BIGA Oath, to walk in Gods Law, and. 


ro obſerve, and do all the Commandments of the Lord their God, 


Bible, and to turn to, and obſerve the Texts cited, which un- 
doubredly muſt needs affeRt greatly ; and the rather, ſith cired 
by ſuch intereſted perſens, and to ſich purpoſe, 

I V. The lame Texts of Scriptzre, and” Scripturai Reaſons, 
which do make againſt the marriages of the people of God, with 


the dawghters of a ſtrange go, and allchatare born of them, ds 
enemas Tz ſecm 


| = (rr) | 
mandment, did ſp) wi the og to marry with them, unleſs 
they didrepent and change thew Religion. And in regard of this 
| marriage were guditer, a cſi 
ons MArTIAQES are 10 marriages, by reaſon of t olute 
bibition of God. Thus Maſter Perks in his #/arnin Tat py : he 
1dolatry of theſe laſt times, meaning the idolatry of Popery, as 
the ſcope of his Treatiſe importeth, vide Yol. 1, pag. 677, 


_ Nebem. 10. 28, 29, 30. Let this Text alleaged, be compared nk :10 2% 
— with Ez74 10, 2,3,5. And the Reader, is defired to take the Eq ye. 10.2- 


nay 


2. - Aptac: 


| (14) 
ſeem alſo by-neceſſary conſequence, to conclude againſt the 
MATTIAGES (4) Proghevts with Papiſts, and AE IT, 
NT Ebtoin ofthe Tinh 4 brift, who is 

1. Popery is the Religion of the Roman Antichriſt, who is the 

wan of fin, the fa 0 nes eth' and exalteth hins., 
a, above all that is called God, or that u Wor ſhipped : So that he 
as Ged, ſitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he & 
"Goa, ſee 2 Theſ.2. 3,4. And Who t the king of the Loouſts, as 
ſingularly deſcribed, Apocal. 9. 3, 5,7,8,9,10,11.. Yea, who'is 
the thre of 34b1/on, on whoſe renead Was a name written 
Myers, Babylon, The Great, other of Harlots, And 
Abominatiens of the Earth, fee Apocal.17. 5. | | 

2, Thc Antichriſt ian Religion was inſpired and promoted 
by Satari, with all power, and fignes, and lying wonders ; and with 
al dererveableneſs of unrighreouſneſs,in them that periſh, through 
divine effeQual permiſſion, ſee 2 Theſ.2. 9, 10,11,12. Even as 
the Heatheniſh idolatry is devilith, and is therefore in no wife to 
be communicated with, ſee Dent. 32. 17. 2 (hro.11.15, com- 
pared with 1 Cor.IO. 20,21. | 

3. Thereare the ſame, or the like /acred precepts, requiring 
to come out, and ſeparate from the Antichriſtian Religion, and 
to have no rommanion therewith, leſt »trermoſt peril do ovek. 
rake, ſee Apocal, 18. 4. as are for the relizquifoing of Pagan 
Idelatry, ſee2 Cor.6.17. Iſaiah 52.11, 

4. The idolatries of the Pavifts, being compared with the 
idelatries Of the Heathen ; they are every jot as groſs and ile, 
if not more, as are the Heatheniſh ; yea, they are indeed ſo 
odio, 23S 18 not meet to be once named amongſt Saints, further 
then juſt cauſe requireth. See by way of alluſion, the P/almsſts 
expreſſion. Pſal.16. 4. | 


V. Magiſtrates in new Tefament times, 00gut to kold 
courſe againſt faful evil, in any kinde committed, 


as well as 
chey did in o71T e/tament times, ſee Rems.13. 3,4. To this end, 
let it be well weighed (and application be made accordingly ) 
what is afferced by the Commiſſioners of the Gereral 4ſſembly, 
in the Teſtimony againſt Toleration, pag, 6, 7. in theſe words, 
For it cannot be ſheWn, that any part of that power, Which Magi- 

| | ſtrates 


(13) 
ftrates had under the old Teftament, is repealed under the neW : 


Neither 64x any convincing Reaſon be brought, Why it ſhowld be of. 


narrower extent now, nor then. May it not ſeem hence, That the 
Eftates,and Minifterg,and Elders of Scotland are of one minde, 
t Popiſh wives ought tobe —_ ; and their children 
ought to be removed from patrimonial inheriting in a Chriſtian 
reformdd erin RIP ITE? 
VI. And whoknoweth, but that as the = agitated, 
and reſolved in\King Henry the cighth his caſe, roucingg the 


unlatfulneſs of his — warriage with Queen Kgthgrine, 
portending extteim Prejudice to the X de ET pare 


Hiſtory above cited; As &- Aon. Tom. 2. ly 326,327, eh, 
inthe an 
days) yer tended through divine providence, unto'd' EDGES 


with Le Bullen, mot So it may 


00 1 
pleaſe God, that the 2ueſtion repreſented, touchipg the mart» 


ages of Proteſtants with Papiſts, and touching their childrey, 
if} it ſhall be duely diſcuffed”, it may become remarkably occa- 
ſional unto a ſafe and Wel- gronvded oft abli/oreent of iRegce, 
with Holixeſs, even throughout England, Irelund, and Scot- 
land too. The premiſes being rightly obſerved, according to the 
Pueſdion, as it hath been fatedgad grownded,ſecming to be for 


the afhrmative. | 


Epilogue. 

N OW they, foraſmuch as the Queſtion hath been fairly, plgine 
ly, [ubmiſly, and Chriſtianly .repreſented to. the General 
Aﬀembly, conveening to diſcuſs aud determine ariſing Queltzons 
that are of notable and high concernment : Their grave wiſdoms 
are once again beſeeched 'ra confider of it, To ſpeak_rheir mindes 
to take advice, and give counſel. They ſhall have joy, & the An- 
ſwer of their mouchs, ſoundly and, impartially nitered ; And a 
Word ſpoken in its ſeaſon how good » it ! eAnd let the Lord 


(whoſe the pe eper ations of the heart, and anſwer of the tongue 
are, Prov.1 I.) be aciouſly preſent, propurrems in giving 


A 


underſtanding in «ll things. Amen, Amen. 
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ih. Ser 
To the moſt able and Religiouſly affettion- 
ate Commuſstoners of the General 
Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, 
Tending to Pacification betwixt the 
two Nations, concerning the preſent 
State proceedings. 


Mercy unto you, and Peace,and Love, and Truth 
be multiplyed from the King of Saints, and 
Prince of Salvation ; mbo worketh all things 

' after the counſel of bis own Will , and doth all 
things well, expeHtingghat Wiſdom be juſtified 
of ber children. 


R Everend Sirs, behold now, the propoſer of this Dueſti- 


0 hath taken upon him to interrogate your General 
Aſſembly a word in the cauſe of God, and his people, 
even-as cauſe hath ſeemed to require; knowing well how 
much it behoverh, and becometh all thoſe that make mention 
of the Lord, not to keep ſilence inthe day of Facobs trouble ; 
if a neceſſary Word ſeaſonably ſpoken, -may become any way 
inſtrumental, unto the breaking forth of light in theſe days of 

darkneſs and gloomineſs : days of clouds, and thick dirknueſs : ) 

And ſeeing God doth not altogether hide from ſeeing eyes, and 
hearing ears, and underſtanding hearts, what he is about todo : 
The 
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The wonderful and unwonted daily occurrences, do ſeemingly 
declare, That the Lord of hoſts is doing his Work, his ſtrange 
work, and bringing to paſs his af, his ſtrange aft of removing 
the Diadem, and taking off the Crown, overturning, overturn= 
ing, overturning it, that it may be no more, in as much as the 


denounced, fee Ezek,21. 25,26,27. God thus thundering an 
ſpeaking as it were from Heaven; who can but tremblingly 
ſpeak? If children ſhould hold their peace, the ſtones would 
immediately cry out ? : 

Herce the ſaid propoſer harh, taken upon him alſo, topro- 
pound a few words unto your-learned and folid wi/doms, who 
are the choice and eminent Congmiſſioners of your General 
Aſſembly , and to pray you of your gentleneſs, to hear with 
patience, ſome advertiſement, for the Rirring you uP tO contri- 
bateyour belt aſſiſtance in this perplexed. communtture of Affairs 
in our three- Nations, in helping the. Lord againſt his 
oppoſites. 


Right worthy Sirs, It manifeſtly appeareth by the ret#rs of 
the 7 anke of the E ftates of your Parliament, for your 


h YAN 


horrid and grievous fn of any hath found out the gxi/zy, E y] 
capital Delinqueits,; to allude to that which is prophctral . 


Teſtimony againſt Toleration; and likewiſe their concurrence aq folk vac 


witFit; ye have /engular intereſt in the Eftates of Parlia- 
ment». May it pleaſe you therefore, to improve your. intereſt, 
by ſuggeſting and perſwading them ( that whereas this your 
Parliament was extraordinarily fummoned, and the form and 
frame, or material it; great part, regulated by ſuch of the 
Eſtates and Sowldieries , who ſought the real welfare of your 
Church and Nation, in the extream exigencies thereof, without 
the command or direftion of any legal Monarch, to give order 


thereabours, and I5 indeedFyoure7 77 Teemed abſolutely to re- 


quire) they would now deeply ponder, and bethink themſelves 
of the beſt poco for the /ert/ement of Truth and Peace, as 
may tendto the lengthening of your rrangrillity, in the /jberty 
'of true Religion, and alſo Eccleſiaſtical -and Civil Government, 


for the ſuppreſſing of Papers, Prevacy, Hereſie, Schiſm, and 
Prophaneneſs ; we oherwik will :=/eſt your Nation as tveH 
- 6 aananid "Fr as 
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as- others, whether mlghbors, or more remote, If ye Ju 
Mordecai ſent Queen Eftber word) do alrogerher. bold your 
_ at this time, Deliverance and Enlargement may come 
ſome other way, but ye may not expe the” romforr thereof, 
And who knoweth, whether your favor in- rhe eyes of the 
Eſtates, be not for ſuch a time as this? Now howbeit, the 
generality of the Reformed Chriſtian Forld, ſtudions of Zions 
peace, are hot ignorant of your abundant and excellent /uffici- 
excies, inthe managing of the weighty concernments of your 
own Comntrey : - Yet your humble advertiſer, er mugs and 
ſolicitons of your entire, faithful deportment , preſumeth it will 
not be vex4tions unto you, ts be put in remembrance of ſuch 
truth, as ye well know, and are eftabliedin : Which remens- 
bred, and made «ſe of, maySecome ſerviceable in this time of 
need. Be pleaſed therefore, to take notice and obſerve theſe 
few hints. : Ls RESP ; 
overnment being a 'goodly and honorable Ordinance 0 
Gd inſtituted for the Weal of all Nations, and humane. Socie- 
ties, in the latitude of the fifth Commandment, and firſt of the 
ſecond Table of the Decalogne ; yet the conſtituting, and exer- 
ciſing of it for its kinde ,, whether ſ#pream or ſubordinate , 
ſeemeth in the Scripture language to be an humane Ordinance 
or {reature, even as right reaſon may diate; and ſway any 
ſociety, to chooſe and comply withal, according as divine pro- 
vidence, and effel1ual ordering, and permiſſion, may be diſcern- 
ed ; when the ſtate and condition of occurrences requireth a 
new molding and faſnioning, as ſometimes ir doth, ſee 1 Per, 
== 2.,13,14. compared with 2 Sam. 5. 1, 2,3. 1 Kings 12. t,1s, 


20, 24. 'H«ſbai his ſpeech (who was a gre Counſellor” of 
State) ſeemeth to be a reaſonable ard juſt ph itical Maxime; 
vis. Whom the Lord, ani hu prop c, and alt The mth of ifrael 
chuſe (to be ſupream,) his will 7 be, andwith hinsWill 1 abide, 

ſee 2 Sars:16.18. And to fay nothing what hamane writings 

tell us, rouching political Gover#ment ih it kindes of ſpecies; 

as likewiſe, rouchifig har rules given, in'the'manof them 
praQicable in any kinde of AWf#! policy ; * whether it be 

# Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, Dtmaotratical, or mixt of theſe, 
Nor 


Nor yet to lay nothing of Church Government, by Prerbyterics 
and Synod:,in any Common-Wealth, as being directed unto, in 
the Word of 'God ; and is therefore unchangeable (de jure) in 
the /abſtantials of it, in all ages and times SPENT Tburch, That 

which 1s to be remembred and taken notice of, is tonching 
Political Government of Common-Wwealths ; which according 

to the divine ftory Tn Scripture, written for our learning, Roms, 

= 15.4. hath been variouſly changeable, in various ages and 
periods of times. viz. From Adam to Moſer, it was in one 
kinde, even by Patriarks ; from Moſes to Sammnel, it was in 
other kindes, even by Moſes, Zoſpua, Fllers, Heads of Tribes, 
and Fwdges ; from Samet, until the Captivities of 1/-ae/ and 
#f»dah, it was again in other kindes,” even by Kings, variouſly 
oted unto the Government by Gods defigne, viz. Either 

elefted by the people, or by deſcent approved amongſt the peo. 

þ ple, or by conqueſts ; from the return of the Jewiſh captivity, 
until zew T, - un times, 1t was yet 1n other kindes, even by 
Princes, Governors, Captains, or Roman Deputies ; and the 
ſame judicial, penal Laws, of divine inſtitution and enatting, did 
equally and reſpeRtvely ſerve in one kinde of Government, as 


well as another; for the preſervation of Le livelihood, and 
liberty, in a due way of adminiſtration. So that ſuch paſlages 0 


eripture, well obſerved and remembred, it may ſeem, That 
opr Lord ('hriſt is no more a friend to Monarchical Govern. 
ment, then to Ariſtocratical, or Democratical, or mixt of any 
of theſe. Moreover, let it alſo be remembred, That after the 
return from the captivity, when piaceding Monarchy had 
ceaſed (20d yet Facobs Prophetical prediftion failed not, Gen. 
49. 10. ) and the Government was changed through divine di/- 
penſation of times and ſeaſons which the Father hath put in his 
own power ; . yet luch afrer-Government , did: flouriſh and” 
proſper greatly: And although the external pomp and lendor 
of the Common: Wealth was not in all things ſo i//nſtrioxs, as 
formerly at ſome times ; by how much a defines was of ſome 

ecial means and accommodarioens, as had been for the truQure 
of :Selopons: Temple , and+. magnificent Kingly. Palaces, &e.- 
Yet-che latter condition, boch = the Temple; re-edifed; and: 


Common- 


fy 


— 
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Conmon-wealths poſtuce, wanted not aft r their glory 
and excerregrments ; VER, and in that which was moſt con- 
fidersble, even pro gowity, arid wetfare ; ichad the pro- 


_— ference and elee Hag.3.7,%,0.Truc it iswhen 


and /wdden changes do happen in the fate of Navions ; it is no 
areat marvel, if mens/ſþir46s be much moved, and greatly trou- 
bled. If the good and grave Prophet Samuel, did mourn for 
King Sex/ in fitrtomt, a5 he did (and yet God himiclf did 
therefore reprave him, ſee 1 Sam. 16. 1.) yea, when he was 
rejeRed from being X ing, for his difobeying God, and govern. 


Thg the people unworthily: It is the lefs to be wondred ar, 


if che Scots, after a /xceeſſiox of 107 Kings, a. total eclipſe. 
enſuing, or like to enſue, (honldÞerrceedingly moved in their® 
mudes. But however it may be, may not the /ame reproof and 
complaint be applyed to them, as was to Sawye! for his monrn- 
ivg for Sew! ? when now a door of hope,as it were in the valley 
of e-4cber, is opened for the taking away of the offender and 
troubler of Iſrael, for the better fruitzon of juſt freedoms. 
Sirs, ye are not sgnaraot What preſſures and oppreſſions have 
been on your Nation, from ſundry Tyr.mmzcal perſons, from 
generation tO generation, whatever garziſhing is now adays of 
pretended, glorioxs, K ingly remewbrauces among oo Bur for 
breviry fake, as the concernments have been lateſt, and there- 
fore more ſenſibly affeing, mention- thall be onely made of 
King J4mer, and King-Charls bis ſon, principled by his Fathes, 
treading in his eps, and m fame things, domg worle then all 
that wese before him, agiwas faid/ of King Tha, Tee 1 Kings 
16, 39, & c. It ſeemeth therefore, itis now high timefor you - 
tocall roremembrance thoſe former days, in which ye endured 
a great peer of afpitsons. Firſt through King James his 1yran- 
xigal opprefſtons, — MONONGOL44 ———_- breaker, as 

our frequent ſighing and grawmng complants, both in publike 
nd i 3ap in the aars of the Lord, indo +4 
people; and he who did rend in fander the Xirk of Soprland, 


as.in bis xovage, in a ſullen and previſh fume, he tent of his. 
Hawks bead 5: evan as his Tutor 6. Burkavar on thar vccahion, 
and-throughilyacquapyuecd with hig untawasd. ab ofilitm, fag i 


Cionſty 
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cionſly preſaged; Ss wile tho yend the Kirk of Scortund, The 
precious riames of Maſter «Andrew 2ebvin, Maſter David 
ChalderWoord, Mr. Foln Sharg, and many, many other glorious 
Confeſſors ; together with the infamous Articles enaRted at the 
pretended Aſſembly at Perth, FETS, To give full and pregnant 
evidence hereunto: Beſides, the havock made of the CAiniſtry 

of many, many hundred worthies of the Lord in England. 
Secondly, through King Chari his oppreſſing and vexing 
tyranny, who fiercely affayed ar che time of his Coronation in 

SR 1633. the introducing of firitrally poyſonens 
means, for prevailing of Hier arfF5, and [nper/F3130144 Conformi- 
7y, not ſo fully taking place there, as in England ; howbeic, he 
was at that time repulſed therein; the Parliament art that 
time ſuffering aborſion. Bur his expeRarion being diſappoint- 
ed, and many Commore prayer Books, and orher Engliſh ſuper- 
ſtirious STTATG TowneT, and himſelf in greater danger of 
drowning alſo ; he returned into Engladallof rage fury, 

poſting with great haft, evert in four hours ſpace from BerWick 
to Newcaſtewhich is fifry long miſes; affoon as he came, 

his breathing himſelf was, in breathing out inf a e#rfSng way, 


threatning, and perſecution, to the trifÞ@eligions Miniſtery ; not 
onely not conforming to Hierarchy, but alſo, if any 
whit zealous Preachers,both in England and Scotland ; as fome 


of Newcaſtle being preſent;did with grief of heart, report unto 
their friends. Ever after which time, he either by open koſti. 
lity, or by ſubtil nndermining impoſture purſued that his me- 
liczons defigne (3s many wo ances might be mencioned, if 
need required) unti] when, there was no remedy, the ſWord of 
j#ſtice drawn out in England for his 8/0od-gwittineſs, gave a ſtop 
tothe /w3ft and violent torrent of I many matiy 
thouſands of Engli/h, Irs, and Scots, which had cryed in the 
ears of the Cows, of hoſts for vengeance. And O that your 
remembring hereof, may be more-and more effet#a/ unto you, 
for your hearing the rod, and who hath appointed ir for giving 
infiruttion ; if probably, ye may eſcape the Of 4 g5ant- 
ty generation ; andif after ſuch threatning forms, yemany lafe 
arrive in the Harbor of Wel-grownded Peace. To this c 

D 2 obſerving. 
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obſerving the Lords proceedings, alluded unto Ezek,nr, 25, 
26. above mentioned, compared with Al. 2. 12, Ye may do 
well to ſerve Gods providencein the uſe of means, in becoming 
ana of SF FAITE Parliament, and in walking ſo, asye 

ave them for an enſ/ample, who have alſo had the »nited 
Netherlands, in caſting of the Spaniſ» tyrannical yoke, for their- 
example in obtaining freedom : A courſe approved and juſtified 
throughout all the Reformed (hnrches in ae. contributed 
unto from the firſt, all along by the Ezg/ih, ro this day in a 
ſpecial maner. And astouching the ſound mindet of the Or- 
thodox Theologues, expreſiing their ſenſe of Scripture, accord- 
ing to Scripture : It is preſumed, that ye do certainly like well 
what venerable. Maſter Kzox, and others hererofore, and- of 


late of your own Conntrey, have ſuggeſted and publiſhed, 
touching the /awful warrantableneſ; of preſent neceſſary under= 
takings ; beſides, what forraign Profeſſors of Divinity have 


written, and commended to the Chriſtian world. - Let the judg= 
ment of judicious and faithful D. Parews, inſtead of many, 
ſuffice for inſtance, who was a man of Ged, highly reverenced 
and accepted -in the Reformed Churches of ('hrift, and: was 
evidenced, as otherwife by his /earned and pious Commentaries ; 
ſo by his Letters, and advice, inſerted in the As of the Synod 
of *Dort, 1618, touching the five controverted eArricles, 
debated and determined there ; however, his moſt approved 
and /earned Expoſition on the Epiſt. ta Row. ſuffered Martyr= 
dom in England, being burnt at Londen, and elſewhere, by the 
tyrannical perſecution of King 7ames, forits oppoſing tyranny. - 
This worthy man in his way of reſolving doubts on Roms. 13. 
touching, civil Anthority, in a ſecond Propoſition there, hath 
five Reaſons ; ahe' laſt whereof in ſpecial, from ſacredexamples 
and others, ſpeaks fully in vindieation of our matter in hand, 
whether the Reader is referred to fee further. 

ObjeR. But Whereas it 1s vehemently objefted by your Nats-. 
ons Commiſſioners, in their Papers, and otherWiſe repreſented to 
our Parliament ;: and likewiſe it 1s ſug gefted by your Correſpond-= 
ents of London Province, mm alittle Pamphlet tiled, A Vindi-- 
cation of- the Miniſters of the GolIpeT,"in, and about Londox, 

ſubſcribed 
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ſubſcribed With divers names, as if 4M bad promoted the bringing 
of the King to juſtice, (do they not bluſ9 inſo peaking 7) The 
purport whereof 1s, As if an unlawful and unjuſt courſe was nſad 
for the aving of juſtice, andjudgment on the King ( notWithſtand- 
ing all the blood. guiltineſs, which by you and them, Was charged 
on him, and moſt ſubſtantially by Witn enced , for the 
more compleat [atisfattion of hus fndges ; which proof alſo, had 
been publikely managed , had he pleaſed to anſwer to the 
Charge.) And as if thereby likewiſe there were 4 notorious breach 
of the Solemn League and Covenant. Will ye be pleaſed to weigh 
and conſider, what u offered to your view inthe ſhort enſuing An- 
ſwer, tending to [atisfattion and reſolution. 3 

eAu/w.1. Beit known urito the Objefers, whether Scots, 
or Engh/1, that ar leaſt ſome of the prime promoters, endevor- 
ers, and contributers unto = doing of j«ſtice and judgment on 
the capital Delinquent, and Delinquents; are perſons truel 
fearing Gal pO theniclves, to have _ Conſciences 
voyd of offence, towards God and men ; partaking in thcir 
meaſure, of all the properties and marks of true Church mem. 
bers, aſſerted inP/al. 15. And who have not forgotten God, 
nor delc falſly in his Covenant ; fo that arere=omerk on 
them, they will nor, they may not ſuffer their integrity t0 be 
taken from them. 

2, Letall men know whoever they are, That Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, and people profeſſing the Goſpel, fearing God, have 
not been wont to eſteem it, nor yet do think ic any diſparage- 
ment at all, to be zealous with a perfect z2al, againſt the crying 
fin of blood- guiltineſs. Doth not the Moral Law expreſly 

hibit #:wrther ? And doth not the Judicial Law expreſly 
dirc&t unto the ſatiofaftory expiationThereor, by putting to 
death the blood-guidty ? Agd is not Gods controverfie with a 
Land, defiled with blood, till judgment be executed ? Blood- 

ley King Sax/ left unto himielf, and doing execxtion on S 
fi If, 1 Sam.3T..4. Had he been alive when ingaiſition was 


made for þ/ood,.by vccaFion of a three yeers famine ; he ought 
to have been put to death, as well as thoſe of his bloody bowſe \ 


were, . becauſe of his Jn7fer.zead in laying his /ervile inbject 
| the 
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the Gibeoniter, fee 2 Saw.21. 1,2.6; David for his blood-guil- 
tine(s, in the expoſing Vriah to the ſword of the Ammonites, 
deſcrved.death;his own moxrh conſcientiouſly paſſing /exreyce ; 
however, the One ab/olmte Lawgiver, who might do whar he 
pleaſed, according to the full Soveraignty of his own Wit, ex- 
changed his dearh for his childes at that time, ſee 2 Sam.12. 5, 
12,13. Allthis the 045jefors do know well enough, howbeir, 
they are ſomeway tranſported to elude herein. Non tutum ef 
ludere ſacrts. Cavete. be? | 

3. Itis taken for granted, That the contrivers, #rgers, and 
takers of the Solenen League and Covenant, did mean, endevor, 
and a{t,according to the ſacred conditions of an Oathypreſcribed 
in Zerem. 4 2. T hou ſhalt ſwear, The Lord liveth in Trath, in 
Zndgment, andin Righteouſneſs. If otherwiſe, it is a taking of 
Gods NAmein vain. An Oath may not be [| vinculum iniqui> 
tat) an obligation to ſin, This plea the defendants have againſt 
the plaintiffs. 

4+ In the preamble unto the taking of it, it is expreſſed, 
That the end of the Covenant (25-2 laſt refwge,) was the pre« 
ſervation of the takers of ic; and theit Religion from wrter 
ruine and deſtruttion, So that the (ix particular Articles of it; 
were intended and pretended to have a tendency to ſuch anend, 
and nor otherwiſe, Now ſuch hath been the exd, and hereunto 
have ſerved the means of the defendants in this caſe. - Let the ad- 
verſaries judg, if otherwiſe apparent. + hn: 

5. Inthe Parliaments Order of Sepremd. 25. I643. about 
the taking of it.. 1t is required, That the Miniſters who were 


appointed to tender it,ſhould read it; and chen explain it, and_ 


then perſwade to the taking of it. This Order ſeemeth'to im-: 
ply, not onely a #ece//ity of. the explaining of ir, bat-alſo a re-/ 
quiſitneſs in 10 uk of ir, as explained in its ju/fYeuſe, an 
latitude, and end, and not otherwiſe. . And this allo ts the ple 


of the Covenanters, honeſtly and uprightly diſpoſed z as aff 


mult needs acknowledg. 1 2. Ay 
6, In the 2irle —_ unto'the Covennt, is 4 Sou: 
lemn League and Covenant,:for Reformation mid Hefence of RH: 
gi0x, the honor aud happineſs of the King, #ndrhe Pttive; nt 
Safety 
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Safety of the three Kingloms aybet Iodine, and fretand. 
Fn yy eng mg nee, fach (4 I and de. 
ence, onght to be proſecuted, in /awfol and ju ;, and 
means, for the accompliſhment rhereof, and Leghe er 
_ in this /#»ſe, no doubt the faithful Covenanters have 
taken it. 

7. It muſt needs be underſtood rationally, That the courſe 
for the dve — of what is in the ri#&e, or more full 
expreſſion of the fix Articles of ir, ought to have their matuel 
conſiſtency, without any prejudice to any of rhe particulars ; 
whether they be abſo/ate,or conditions] onely ; whether they be 
primary, or ſubſervient onely. Our Lord Chriſt; vindicating of 
his Di/ciples, touching the keeping of the Sabbath, againſt the 
calumnies and exceptions of the Phariſtes, fee Matth. 12. 1, 2, 
9. may vindicate the 96jeZed againſt, in the caſe in hand. 

$. Touching the endevor [ovenanted in the firſt and ſecond 
eArticles, it is Chatitably hoped, Thar all the takers of ir, have 
complied therein, more or Iefs according to their calling, capa- 
city and opportwnity thereunto. Every 'one ftandeth or falerh 
to his own maſter ; howbeir, ir is moſt probably conjeQured, 
Thar ſuch Parliamenteer;,and their adberents,who voted againſt 
the Conceſſions of the King, in the treaty at NeWport, in refer. 
ence to Religion and (ovenant, 45 n0 juſt grownd and foundation 
for a g00d Peace; argued thereby much fairhfwlneſs ro the 
Covenant. Ye your ſelves acknowhkedg, Teſtin. againſt Tel. 
pag: 13, Thar thoſe Concefions, if arquueſcedin, were danger- 
as, and def#uTive, both to Religion and Covenant, 

9.” The third Article of the Covenant, in the firſt branch of 
tr, ronching, Endevor. mutually te preſerve the Rights and *Þri- 
viledges of the Parliaments, and Liberties of the Kingdoms, 
muſt beainderſt6bod of brows atid Jaf Rights, and Priviledges, 
44 Liberties; otherwiſe,there mult needs be a tranſzyeſſion of 
the Rvles-preſcribed above mentioned, ſee Fere.4. 2. AnſW. 3. 

10. Touching the fecond branch of the third Article, vis. 
Ta defend nnd, preſerve the. K: gs perſon, and authority, in the 
preſervation, and defence of the true Religion, and Liberties of 
the Kingdoms ; it is to be taken notice of, Thar thits b#axch 1s 

propounded 


| (24) 

propounded and taken conditionally, and with - limitation, 
'v4z. With reſpeRt unto thie end: ſpecified. Swpream or ſuboy- 
dinate. Authority is ( cuſtos utrinſque tabule ). the Keeper of 
both Tables, Now as the Gaveryors, do ef anſwerably to the 
j»ſt natyre of their Offices, they. ought to be honorably aſſiſted 
and defended ; bur if they ſhall aft contrarily, even tyrannically, 
then it may, and ought, be ſaid, and done, unto them (as js 
means, and opportunity do lerve thereunto) as 7ehs ſaid to 
Foram, ſee 2 Kings 9. 22, 24. What peace, ſo long as the where- 
doms of thy mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts. are ſo many ? 
And Jehu drew a boWe, With his full trength, and [note Jehoram 
between his arms and the arroW Went ont at his heart, and he 
ſunk down in his chair. 

11. Whether the fourth Article of the Covenant, hath not 
been endeyored by our Covenanting Parliament, and their 
adherents, for diſcovering Incendiaries, Malignants, and evil 
Inſtruments, whoever they have been., for the hindering Re- 
formation of Religion,c. contrary to the League and Covenant, 
and for the bringing them to publike tryal, and to receive con= 
dign puniſhment, as the degree of the offence deſerveth. Ler the 
bookers on, yea, and your own conſciences judg. 

12, Whether. the fifth and ſixth Articles of the {ovenart, 
are not likeſt to be fulhlled, if ye ſhall de and approve, as our 
Parliament hath done, and doth : Let the Reader underſtand. 

I 3, Laſtly, Let the Apoſtolical retorfion be reverently ob- 
ſerved, and made uſe of, v:z,, ſce Rem.2.13. Thoy that wakeſt 
thy boaſt of the Law, through breaking of the Law, diſhonorejt 
thou God ? And likewiſe, the expoſtulation and convittion, uſed 
by Samuel againſt King Sau/; who boaſted of his performing 
Gods Commazdment, in bringing the Delinquent Amalekites to 
condign puniſhmenc,when yer. he had ſpared King Hgag alive; 
ſo as he himſelf was neceficated co put himto death. .O that 
that the mouths of unworthy complainants againlt miſcenſured 
(ovenant- breakers, who yet have not delt fallly"in the Cove- 
nant, however calumniated,. ae; hereby be ſtopped ;..and 
whereas in.truth, ſuch bitter complainants themſelves, raking che. 

ovenant in their months, are, deep in the breach of it, &&.,, © | 
Me Tn The 
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The premsſſes duly: weighed and conſidered, your fairhful 
Reneembr ( obſerving 6 nes and effeinal Admoniti- 
4%, in your Seaſenable T eftiruony againſt Toleration, to the 
ſecluded Members of Parliament, pag. 12, 13.  An& te taking 
notices. bow. graciow ye are, not onely in theeyes of your 
Eftates, and Miniſters ; bur alſo in the eyes of very many in 
our Land) taketh excowragement and confidence; toltir ou up, 
to exhort all thoſe, in whoſe hearts ye are ingratiated, bothin 
Scetland and England, to repent peta. wr any kinde, 
and degree, hitherto, and to ſet and prepare their hearts, fully 
ro ſeek God, if yet every thing that doth offend, may be 
taken away ; and that ſo the gravd Work of Reformation, both 
in Doftrine apd Diſcipline, may be no longer obſtructed, but 
that a poem and effeftva! may be opened, there being ſo 
aries, | | | ' 
Thisis moved the rather, becauſe friends do at leaſt a little 
ſaſpeR ; but enemies do ſtrongly charge, the ſometimes, /ub+ 
ſcribing and c ng Hierarchical Mmiſters,in both Nations, 
1nt90 great 2 genera or them, that whatſoever .pretence 
may ſeem to be of their being Covenanters ; a if they banker. 
ed ſtill after Egypts gerlick and fle/a-pots, under the deceivis 
and deluding —— moderate Epiſcopacy : Sith there is fuc 
2 tumultuous ſtir, becauſe the Kings deſtruftive Conceſſions 
were not accepted, nor he ſpared ; whoſe expreſſions ſounded 
tothe Jaſt breath, Epiſcopacy, Epiſcopacy. or | 
But to draw to a comr/ufion, Give your zealons Rementbreycar 
lcave,to repreſent in a word unto your affettionate, compaſſion- 
ate haWvel; of love to the brotherhoed. What if- your ſelves and 
brethren in. Scotland, and. by your advice, the Miniſters of 
London Province. \(rogetber- with others in ſame Comics of 
this Nation, wwbitions :tO tread: in your' and their Reps). ſhall 
ſet all your hearts and herds, more and more, to.underſtand 
and purſuc, an hely and juſt Way of brotherly peace, to be walk- 
cd jn;, with thoſe godly brethren that are otherwiſe minded, 
than your ſelves, in ſome leſſer points of the Diſcipline; tillGod 
hall fuxcher, reveal co them, whilſt you that are perfei?y da 
mindc the lame thing, and ecndeves £0 walk by tbeſame re 


of 
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-of [Church-government, held forth in Scorlend; and orher Re. 
formed Churches, and in our own Church now alſo'?- Behold 
how good, and how pleaſant it is, for Brethren" to dwell togenbey 

#3 wit, fee Pſal.133. Tt. - 9705, LW 
Beloved Brethren, ye carinot be ignorant, That the (avian. 
ite, and the Perizzite, eventhe Amtichriftian Papiſts, Prelatical 
Royaliſts, Malignant Hyppocrires, _ emons Hevericks,” Per. 
moons Seftaries, and Prophane e-1theiſts, are in theſe Lands, 


obſeroin . and making advantage of | the ſtrife berwixr ho 
Bretlves:do harden 5: Cs ns, in God: A 


and to conſult and take crafty counſel againſt his people, his hi#. 
den ones in the Land; and &6 cut them off: from bein people, 
that their name may be:no-more In remembrance. 6 ein 
this caſe, the ch;{d#en of faithful Abraham, would ſay ashe did 
to his nephew Lot ! We are Brethren ; Let there be” no ftrift 
betWweewns nor between our Paſtors. Our us Chriſt, 
the head of his Church, and their pattern ; when he was ir the 
days of his fleſs, did ſuffer long and much 'thoſe his Diſceples 
that followed him in the repyeneration ; albeir, he did nor in- 
dulgethem in their infirmities, but reproved them f5arph on 
occaſion, for their du/neſs in dad, arid for their pey- 
verſneſs, folly,and (loWneſ3 of heart in beleeving ; yer notwith- 
Ftanding, he did nor therefore rejet? them,bue exerciſed Wonders 
fd patiencerowards them, 'inftruing them with meekneſ7, and 
all /ong-ſuffering, and doftrine: Yea, and he tells them; he gave 
dhem exile, thar chiey ſhould do-as he did.; 

My apr eess ne of England = Scotland, _ ay = og 
grievous tobe called 'on to remember your = , who have 


ſpoken to you-the 7ord of God;” even theſe good old None 
c Conformiſt to Hitrarohy and'Supesſtibion, who ruled with God 
and. were faithfal with the' Seints, when Prelacy and: the 
generality -of the repute& Clrgy compaſſed God with dereir; 
if ye may follow their faith; being com with 
ſo great aclond'of Witneſſes, ye may follow peace with hobineſs ; 
without which, no man {hall ſee the LofT: prodace for 
mitance, rwo- witneſſes onely, whom for their honors ſake, 1 
do make mention-of,, viz. Mr. Arrbwr Hilderſam'of Enghnid! 
and. 


nm LA — ke. 4 


19 the Churches abro: d,.: hr Sky ov 


_ vw ay 5.00 ww wr TE 


a dons Hr nb, tho hemeſ 
5 een gce 


your own ation, whoſe praiſe in 

At. 
in all knowſedg, and in all {an int ongef ar times 
with you; an in ſpecial, his molt prudent and unwearied aQ- 
ing in the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, in England, in 
atime of need, till preproperous death Ka a period to his » 


days: I refer the refleQing of 7hawghr7 on _—__ _ 
who abundantly knew. the proof of him; 
love tie ferved' you in the G o!” He \ ey "7 a, 


ſhining light to walk by. Be ye es -It. 

ed Thr if in walkihg in /ove. The other, namely Mr. A 

ade, am, of our Engliſh Nation ; of him I chuſe to ſpeak 
r. Fohn Cotton of Boſton his ogg ving teſtemoony, 

of him ; for hisTingula7 worth, ſee Epiſt. pr co gg ou 

Zohn 4. "Be Was like one of the chief o Davids Worthies ; 

ble 76 fon max 


ation of the' Spiris, an nd of power) the bf l hf for 
ot tor je? _—_ SEAL ED = God, Ws 


ck Gale peo vi dreſs, # br MET the Ree be ener of 


way on pride, nnehenkfulnſ; converſation, 
&c. he direrferh li , Unto the t are OW- 


ing to them ; and that there ought not to be jo ing for 
difference | in judgment | in Church Controverſies, nor an eſtrang- 
ing in affefFiov, nor a negleting means of reclaiming, Fe. and 
there preſcribing alſo requiſite remedies in thicale Vid. = 
O therefore, that ſuch ſtirring, »/efal — from _ 
deftrine (by an Interpreter, one of a thouſand ) might = 
our hearts to burn "within us, and Iway us to vow unto the © 
mighty God of 7acob, not to enter into tht Tabernacle of our 
houſe, nor go up unto yk beds of nor give ſleep _ ny + of 
nor eo our un time as ſome 

ſtunober 99-00, ES 


pe 


Heroin ap Befoukd' ferve®, for eftabſitking' rank | 


' Now os the Lord be rar imſei give England and Seioed 
peace aways, by all means, Grace Tk you all, Amex, , 
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Humbly offered and ſubmitted to the 


moſt faithful, prudent, and godly-zealous 
Patriots of the Honorable Houſe of 


COMMONS, 


And of the 


Engliſh Nation)» 


Tending to vindicate 
Some late actings and proceedings 
of the High Court of PARLIAMENT, 
and their puiſſant Army, for the promoting of bleſſed 


Faſtice and lawful Liberty. 
As alſo the alteration of ſer days of Humiliation, 
and an 


In certain ſhort exemplary Obſervations, and 


preſent parallel applicatory Izferences grounded 
on ſome ſeleR Texts of Scriptare, 


I Sam. 14+ 36, 38, 39,49,43-44,45 ,46,47,48- 
I Sam. 15. 2,3:7,8,9, 13,14,15, 20,21,24, 32,33. 
2 Sam. 12. 1,2,3,4,5 ,7;8,9, 13,14. 
Zech.7.3,3. and 8. 19. ; 
Rom.25. 4- For whatſoever things were written aforetime, were written far 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might 


bave hope. et 
Pal.119. 133. Order my ſteps in thy word, and [et not any iniquity have do» 
ion over ve 
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+ Sam. 14. 3638.39, 40,43,44;4 3464748. 
Obſervation, I. | B. Pot infedbic 


Kit Saul; had- 4 dhe (7 'He Parliatnient” of "Ensland 
Severdign "Power, | ''Þ hath a due" Sovertign'Power, 
and Supream'' Antherity | and/ Supream Authority © over the 
over the |fraclites ,' yea, | Nation, yea, over the chief Offers 
over the chief of - them | 6fitheir army,and accordingly doth 
that were of the Ammy 65) excreiſe the-famey in piving: the 
: Souldzery, and actording--\\ their'T ion,” 


' vernignty 0v | I | 
loyally ſubmitted therewin- | thereuntoz-as doth become them, 
to, as indtedit" became and' is indeed they: onghri to: do. 
them ſo to ds, ſee-Verl, | Thus much may appearto ws: by of 
36, 40.. They ſaid (once | nous lookers ony both by the Ar- 
"ard again) unto Saxl' | mies Declarations andalſoby their 
'Do eRiribeves ſceinerh+, anfwerable conformity;-in-rhe:va- 


'2o0d unto thee. 4 


LII. Jr:s ro be nnder- | | 3. The due Soveraign power of 
ſtood, that the dureſs of | thee Parliament,. and the. due ſub- 
"Sanls Soveraign - power, | miſſion of the people, or chief of. 
and the dueneſs of the ſwb- | the Army, have their Conſiſtency 
"mſſion of the people and:\ in the Ruley 'and-DireRigns 'con- 


tained. 


l 32 "Y 
Chief of the Army Was ha; in the facred Scriptures, un- 
ench In the: and | dcrthis: limitation , - According. to 


vos! | blades 


ying tO, Ceſar , _ 


% 


Bgs that dee Cejats; | © 
and to God, the things 
that are Gods, ſee V. 45. 1 
Eccle(.8.2. Matth. 32.21. | 


Note. Lex inferioris |. Reforming, and wet 
Wy ae ot 


non prajudicar, nec:de-/| tans do not, they dare” 
rogat . le x. Auperiocis : [Wot or claim otherwiſe. Sich 
that a, he yoklt the ud bave learns to! ek the 
wad po AB ove all things, 
hb Gn wad bald alt ages 
| ET is good, ice 7obr dab 79. 


5.3. Saals 
:refuſe-£0. obey his- 
BETS x __ 
wins [The majority of the Save- 
| raign a rmayr in bars on 
«(c3,aſlerting the'\Kings. 
colfoas Ohe.6 gonmnd oundand foupd- 
67-1 ation-of a good ate peace; ſwerved 
1 'porh highly and hainoudy. Sich 


capital; puniſhment , exe) igpeclion i. iti. Were | 


a—_ (8 death. [Sith + eyidensly, Hagrrom de- 
ext enzce tended 10S ) native, 4s g contrary to.rhe 
awely. pom FT g?... þr;xch bcriptyre,and 61 pe ned, Caye- 
prejudice pokes ly ir ANG FRyS GC nor 
pra, ;Jonathans ; wrdypbt {ongly þ y che Spots, | as þ bod hog 
jefts , lun lo the: main; | formerly declared, AP 
"violation rof Gods Law , | grcx. part of prudent, ang {vote 
foe Verl. 39. 43,4415 1, embers, of the Parliament 
. | ke: generality of che truly Reg 
- Lows ip che.guhale Nation... 
10. The profle ar hin: 5» Foe of the people or chit 


£ 
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of Sauls Army , heving | of the Parliament Army, having 
mean; axd opportunity | probable power and opportunity, 
therewnto ( other meet | thereunto (other punfual regular 
means being at that time |"means, be wanting on chat 
and on that occaſion Want- | occaſion) di ently and wor- 
ing) did worthily hinder, | thily hinder and reftrain ſome Par- 
and reſtrain Saul on very / liamene Members from entring in+ 
juft ground; (though not | tothe Houſe in that junQure, when 
altogether regularly)frons | deſtruQtive overtures in agitation, 
ſuch precedure againſt | were in extream danger of tos 
Jonathan, i» hs reſolved | great concurrence thereunto by the 
way of ating nnWvarraxt- | plurality of Votes, had not fuch 
ably, What ever might | \caſonable anticipation given” a 
have rigor by him bo , _ Serie deceit 

anſt the peo ecs- | Qiire y lefler Privi- 
-. , Or lf .ns ws caſe | ledges, and ſubſervient Rules , 
yak gs Perogative | Which otherwiſe might defervedly 
or Privjleag, ſee Verl 45. | claim a ſacred inviolablenef? Lee 
This conrſe held by Aza- [ the inftance in the Text, Ver. 45. be 
riah the Prieſt, and eighty , well weighed, beſides what is cleer- 
Priefts, ( being vat; ; Ed by Chriſt himſelf, Aacrh. 12. 
” heir forceable | 3-45 OCs Like as the Souldiers 


wen ) int 

Wit : King | did well to cur of the Ropes of 

Vz 5 | the Boar; Ter ber Tall ow 

gent ex + Was | the Ship- men were t 

proved, {ee 2 Chron. 26. overnors of the Ship ) 

16,17,18. were about to flee out of the Ship, 
Note. Ements do xſu. | £0 the utter , of the 


all + ver cleer and lives of all the Paſſengers, as /the 
fate - AaFowters Apoſtle Pax! did confidently ad- 
eftations of the prudenti- | vertile, Tee «As 27. 30, 31, 32, 
al and faithfulmanage of | 50 it may ſeem the chief of the 
; ant expedient un- Parliament Souldiers did well to 
dertakings ; Which in | hinder, and reſtrain at preſent from 
their preſent enterprifings, | Itring into the Houſe, ſome of the 
have ſeemed very to | Members ( who had they been in 

| the Houſe were of _ Authority 

in 


ſome. As it may eaſily be 


ORs — Opt 6 
diligent ob-\ © Vione with the reſt) wherew, 


©; cerne y | ng. wn on F WINK 
Rr ks ( Heroical oft if they hail tidt beeh (0 reſtrAſnibd, 
ons, and of the generally |; or ſectade?, Ir was With nol? Hike. 


received principle , Silks |  probabiftey apprehended , hit 
populi ſuptema Lev, . ric ttiajority might have fivayed by 
$i han { Votes, to the extream prejudice , 
© o.4... 5... - | both of the Civil Stare;and Chireh 
1, .&.. Saul. having |. 6. May it tot be inferred henee, 
been juſtly hindered, _ | That ſuch Metibets of the Parſiz. 
ett ained inhis wnworthy | MEAt , as were reſtrained in tha 
and_ , pernicious. defigne || Dick of tis, from theoppottunity 
agrinft Jooathad, ever by | of afing tnworthily then onely”; 
the obief of the Souldiers ; | ought nor\Withtanding to trive ap- 
He dnh notwvithſtanding, phyed thendives WF have Fwy 
terwards apply himſelf | {cafonably, and gone oh as fortner- 
2k hace ln as ly inthe dſtarge of Purhamenrary 
cordin 40 by office in the. ithocitative poiwet, ind weighty 
bebalf of the Kwmngdony. i employment Committed yhto them 
and ne ainſt the enemies of | by the Countries, ard w_ 
| fo 


| on. Bo, ons, for which they were the -K 
— > ce | preſtnearives 3 Very had they 
provid. remſes Hided | approved uhiemſchyes (or hall fy - 
very much to thevexing (NE q ſo itt 4 due way ).it e 

= 


"th? evmiron enenics ;. ve conduced to rhe pub 
pare Heliwery of Iſrael z tO he Fon of their own 
ent of the bands of ſpoilers; | <OPſciences, and obtaining rhe Spi- 
ſerverſangh .. . |,fit of Glotyto teſt upon chem, = 


$ Bj.2 


£35.) 
pe: Sam "- 23,7 8$,9,13, 14,13,20,21,24,32,33- 


Lhe 1. | 1. Pardlelinferguce. _ 

Aul in his 0g er | He Englifh Parliament (long, 

frac] ( the Wackites | EE Ne biired, wd lnge for 
perneftly defred a | id nope by the wood of God 


Kingi) (ns Dugg ; Providentially over-ruling, and it 
I $30Þ8.19, eden 1. aptly continuing. co ſic unto this 
epproned Sauls Acfgn- | day) did i -- due time effeQually 
ow WY ſee m4 on ſcaſonably engage it ſelf _— 
boar 89: Che Fa 2 faichful endevor (as the cauſe of 
om- | God, and his people required ) to 
ME > aligns the Nation to their Juſt 
- | Liberties, and to reformReligion, 
pork, grain an te which had-been withheld de- 
enemies, Whoſe Ance ors} poor by Tyranny and Antichiiti- 
| = (nd | an Hi i ezarchy (as is to be ſeen. in the 
unndtte gr Aa (6 0: Hiſtories of Ciyil and Ec- 
che 572 a abext fawr | Aeliaſtical Occurrences,). yea, and 
tundred yeers. before, ce; Ws potorious Delinquengs- to 
C 


Verl. 2,3. compared onith e, asthe Parliament Remon- 
Ex9d.17.8...-, | he rp WE od, who win 
> or cngla 0 Wil 
Hide | ſuch/anſpeakal "4 mercifu 
| if neſs, hath viſited the langdifbig 
Nayon. 
11. Saul and the peg- | > rhe major of _—_— 
ary Yen a 4.1\4ament, tar lome & ertheir 
wh purjee, hair uſt coavening, did aR Rrenuouſly 


a, = pe Delip- 8agins.themſe Jves. Many. Ways (here 
Senegal, tbe Moaghid I0 GE neventieles, Ny 


Kes : But yet notWith- 
ſtanding they failed \great- 
ly im their not executing 
:spartially , according to 
the commfſion and tru 
afſigued unto them ;, in 
that they pared King Ar 
ag, ard the beft things, 
ee Verl.7,8,9. | 


1 


| anUryine, ad worſe 


TIT. Saul notwith: 
flanding ſuch. his rebelli- 
ons miſcarriage againſt 
God, yet he profeſſeth, and 
proteſteth. the contrary ; 


either 5 5 2s , or deny-,| 
ing, or diſgniſing, or ex- | 


cuſing, or extenuating his 
fiſt er | pin agen 55 ; 
howheit, he was again aud 
4 ; A 
thereof by, Prophet 
Samuel, ſee Vetſ. 13, 14, 
15,20, 21, 24. 


I V.** When. Saul the 


fupream Magiſtrate, had 
eat de- 


bewrayed a ver 
gee of unfairly 
ſparing King 


| Agag | 
from death; yet the up- 
rightneſ#, juſtice , a fullaumber 


aha greatly in unvoting their 
votings. againſt fotube addreffes, 
when clcar and evident diſcoveries 
were of unſufferable , deſperate 


ft | tyranny ; yea, and at faſt in _ 


unworthy Conceſlions.to be a j 
| Foundation of ſafe Peace, which 
were indeed moſt dangerous and 
| deſtru&ive,, rending co ſpare the 
| capital Delinquenrs,and ſuch ſcedi- 
| ing bel changy of a flouriſhing, vai 
condition, as in greateſt likelihood 
\ would in ſhort _ debs {hoe 
ihro the former dee mi 
{ aff way, 
= '3. It is very much co be lament. 
ed and deplored, that many of che 
Parliament Members after their 
| votings for the Conceſſions as 2 
Foundation of geod Peace ;- and 
ack knee caſord thereapon, even 
which have enſu reupon, even 
hirherto: they do yer notwithſtand- 
| ing juſtifie, diſgmſe, excuſe, orex; 


+ cenuate ſuch their yotings ,' what- 


ever convitien is,or hath been fince 
that time ; yea, and do hitherto 
ſeem to be well pleaſed in their pre- 
wt ha whole {celufion, which was 
ane rempore. 
| Pig When the Majority of the 
Parliatnent failed in _=_ degree, 
a$ hath been hinted already ; then 
| rhe fairhfulneſs, juſtice, and zeal of 
the lefſer number, remaining, and 
fitring - in Parliament. (who yet 
1 - of conſtituting 
s. 


" 


mtr rye ro Pro- Mende of an vodentibl Parka- 
; = C praiſe. 
Co gs ea TG 
roved per ork: rap wn "to it 


King Agag 19 juſtice, 74 Tryal and Sentence, for the- exe- 
Verſ:32, 33: _ of condigty puniſhment up- 
onthem. 


V. Notwithanding | 5. It is a weak and unwarrant- 
that Agag was 4 King yet | able plea for Kings (if their Mighe 
his King ſhip did not pri- | do not overcome Right) that their 
viledg him to be. a 


Kingſhip raketh them off from be. 
Law, neither did bis pre- | ing ſubjze to Law: | 
rogative exempt him from 
fog! proceeding againſt | 
m; ſer Verl. 32, 33. 
_ » Gideon, Rs 
Jetu, were approved 5s. 
their due executing of De- 
linquent ' Kings , jel 
_— 53. Serm, on 


Ju 
Note. There us one one- Note. All grant that ſubjets 
ty, abſolute, and indepen- | may have the benefit of the Law 
dent Lawgiver, who u the | againſt the King in caſe of Goods, 
King of Kings | and Lord | and Lands, by vertue of the legality 
o Ends, feeIfai.34.,22, | of the eighth Commandment of 
am. 4. 12, 1 Tim, | the Decalogue. And tryalsin ſuch 
6.25. caſe have been very uſual in-Eng- 
NS: land.' Why not much more. there- 
fore in the caſe of notorious blood- 
guilcineſs, by vertue of the fixth 
| Commandment of the ue ? 
V1. Samnel dig juſtice | - 6: The High Court of Jultice 
on King Agag being erected by the Parliament; have 
Ifracl ; to execute the | juſtly ſentenced the great'and hain- 
enencr of On roumnced| ous Delinquents' unto-juſt puniſh« 


. 


got apprels; nor. wc 
= LT in the orgy 


—_ -— - - ”"" 


2 San:12. 144,57 9, 1314 


Obſervation, 1. 1, Parallel Inference. 
JT NAvid the King of | ngs in all [ages aod times 
D Iſrael —_ biebh Ku as othe Falling 


and hainoufly tranſgre ſſed occalion unto ſeabds ps and capte 

in the _ of wy ral offences; CR 
che Hittite, ſee 1 Kings | tial courſe of . convictian re- 
I; —_—_— with | proof, onghr to be held with them 


2 Sam. 11, 2. He Was | by meet pexſong, as3uſt appartyni- 
therefore, according to , ty may ſerve thereunto, Me Law 


Gods direftiow, to he con- | ts gwen to Kin ngs as well = 42 
winged and reproved of | thers ; and theretore they ought 

fuch bis capital ſou by,Na- | know it, and 'be Man: by. 

Ca the Prophet, [ee | that cheir hearts may iced Dy 

x2, 2:78,9- * 192 ke Dept. 17.18, 19, a8. He: 

11. , For phe better and | 3. It is Gods will that ſuch per- 

| | 49Ns, whom it may more ſpecially 

David, the Kings: of bj ny ag do hold the moſt effeQual 

allow fo of 811,46 courſe, for the deteRting and con- 

vipcing.grofſe offenders of the vile 

dinefied Nathan 10 hoks and . odious: fins, they art tainged 

ATT kd nn I9e 
[96 » . * ; hd | 

Pcſſen meme Godt |Jeot cal techs lan 


_"_— 


1324: fee alſy Jothams tades or otherwiſe ) "the *Delin- 

arable in fuch cafe, þ— quents ſhalf remain untraQable, znd 

obſtinate, they may certainly be 

= withour excne , - fee yes 
lo. 


( 
oy wrote, ſee Ver. > .I i ; whether by ſimiſi- 


Jadg. 9g: 7. Yea "apt: our 
Saviours moſt authorita- 
tive comrſe therein, Mat. 
21.45. 
FII. King David who | 3. Hainous capital Tranſgref. 
had more underſtanding ' ſors, whoever they are, whether 
then all his Teachers, ee | | High or low; ought withonr any 
Plal. 119.99. <And Who | re o=_ perſons, to be adjudged 
Was alſo a man ſingularly by the M _ (fi _ on the 
zealous , ſee Plab 119. | oe 0 Ju ice, and._ bearing rhe 
139. He having now | Swo Y r0 'ſuchi corporal puniſh- 
heard and obſerved acleer ment, as the nature of the offence 
eviftion 'in the caſe repre- | calleth for in its deſert, whether 
ſentedin the parable of the | death, or any other, ſee Rows.1 3.4. 
implied Db. inquent ; he | Nore. There ought ro be an un- 
eur a . right reaſon | reſiſtable force inRight-Reaſon, to 
guard, gave this juſb ſen- | may Judges to aftaccording ro it, 
fexre, That he was wor- ſee Att 4. 20, 
thy ro die, /ze Verl.5. 

I Y.. The gereral and | LY ph re 
indefinite expreſſion n,| touching the capiral puniſhmen 
the parable [620 by | the polluting ,' and crying. fin of 
Nathan, Verſ. 1, 2, ;, x wilful. murder , whoſoeyer is the 


Afoving Dav id on juft | committerof. it, yea, though he be 


grows, unto fuch his ſen- | 1 _ purity King,may not be by 
fence, Verl. 5.” is parritch- trace -leoked upon as one 
_ aided by EEE to to be difpenied wethal, '9- 


wt himſelf, verſ.7. | 6. Numb. 35. 30, 33. <Abath. 
$0. David Farah 26,52, 
long wno himſelf , % vI3406 
hve King ay - $*:b'k Xs VU 
3s IS 
re vertl.1 'S TY ne l 
V. Gon paring David | 5. The infearchubte wayzot the 


one 


frem death , and yet ap-| 
printing the childe to 
death, ſeever(.13, 14. 45 
tt argued Gods abſolute 
ſoveraignty , and inde« 
,pency in doing What he 
will, yea, toxching bu 
Laws; fo it _ his | 
jwſt ſeverity againſt mur- 
der, ſee Ibid. x4 4+ 


Ak onely abſolute Lawgiyer, eveg 
the infinite, molt 'wiſe, holy, and 
juſt God, ought to be admired and 


Þ egos ſee Rom. 11-33, 34. But 


the people of God ought to walk, 
and aR, according to his revealed 
Will in his Word, ſee Dewrer. 


29. 29. 


— 


—_ 


Zechar. 7.1,2,3,4,5- & 8. 19. 


(Obſervation I. | 
Twas. well under (Food 


the people of God, 
the Fews ( nnto. Whom: one 
ly in the Old Teftament 
times were committed the 
Oracles and Ordinances of 


Parallel Inference. 1. 


T hath been well underſtood by 
the Reformed Churches in Ex» 
rope, and particularly by the people 
of God in Exgland, who hereto- 
fore lived under the ſpiritual Baby- 
loniſs captivity ; that the ſacred 


God, as their fingular «d- Ordinance of Religions Hymiliati- 


vantage, pas 5. 6.2996 
ſee Pal. 147. 19,20. Rom. 
3. 1,2.) yea, even by thoſe 
Zews., who lived in the 
time of the Babyloniſh 
captivity, and neVy after 
the returns thence, that 
the divine Ordinance - of 


Religions and Solemn 
Humiliation «in Faſtin | 


" and Prayer, on juſt cauſe | 


and occaſion thereunto, 
Wa very requiſite; and 


on. on juſt cauſe and occaſion, is 
very requiſite in New Teſtament 
times, as well as it was of old, 
even according tothe New Teſta. 


ment dorine of Chriſt, and his 


Apoſtles; and accordingly they do 


exerciſe themſelves therein. This 


may evidently appear to any that 
obſerverh the doftrine and pratice 
of the Reformed- Churches, and 
particularly, and in a ſpecial, and 


cffeQual mancr in the Engliſh Na- 


tion, even unto this day ;; as the 


' (4n) 
accordingly did exerciſe AR, of Parliament, for. Faſting, 
themſelves” therein, ſee | and Prayer, in April 19. and Afay 
Verſ.3-5. Dan. 9:3. Eir. | 19, do bear witneſs, 1649, 

8, 21, Nehe 1.4. 
IT. The Jews of thoſe | 2, The people of God in Eng- 
times alſo knew well What | Jand, do likewiſe by the patterns in 
were the kindes and Ways | Scripture, know well the approved 
of ſuch religious Humili- | kindes and ways of religious Humi. 
ation, in Faſting ' aud | liation in Faſting and Prayer, and 
Prayer, and anſwerably | anſwerably as any juſt occaſion and 
as the emergency of the | opportunity requireth,and ſeryeth, 
"cauſe, and opportunity | they are wont to ſet themſclyes 


ſerved therewnro, they ex- | thereunto, viz. HE 

erciſed themſelves. 1. Publikely, as Parliament and 
T.'P wblikely,as publike Rulers do appoint and require. = 

Anthoriſed Perſons order- | 2. Privately, as Families ap- 

'ed, Bzra 8. 21. rove themſelves in England, a» © 
2. Privately, as the | ove other Nations. ty 5 


Governors of ' Families | ' 3. Secretly as conſcietntious 
ſawit meet; Eſth.y. t6, ' | ſons having ability and F 
'3: Secretly and atont,”| ty, approve themllveace im that 
a4 any ſingular perſon ſaw:; ſeeth in ſecret. E 
fit, Danu9.3. Nehe:1.4./ | ry 
ITE The fewr had '3: The Reformed Churches in by 
likewiſe the*fPuidenee to/rhSedoftrinoand prafftice of Faſt: 
tie What were foecial | itig, are wont allo. ta inſiſt prudeny- 
cauſes and occaſions, that | tially on the accalions auſes 
gave calling to ſuch reli- | noted in Scripture, to.be dbſerved 
gious : Hanedianion, - viz, \ in_theſe New Teltament-times, as 
Greater and more nos way. isthertuntQ;; 'and: particular- 
one ſins, anzwoiks to be'dev*| ly ix is this inyEagand, Many, yet 
precared, and grams alive may GnENES how NS the 
«nd uffettin "oz to | time .of..Retormagzion -in Queen 
be 5s [ev Vel 3. Elizabeths days;:\Religious Humis 
anal -vhe other Trey (ads peg eeSence 
ready \qwos pd Danieh: Glaba of Wars: Famine, aad Peſti» 
Ezrajind Eſther 7s WER —_ erik. Suice 


the 


.\ 


va 


(42 ) : 

Note. The carrent | the fitting of the prefent Parlia. 
ſtream of Orthodox Inter- | ment there hath been very much 
"preters,comparing Verſ.3, | octaſional Faſting required, even 
5. chap 8.19. with Jere. | as floods of evils have invaded, 
5.2. and 41. doconceive, | viz, In the behalf of Ireland fre. 
that the ſpecial occaſions | quently ; in regard of unſeaſonable 
of theſe four Faſt were. | weather ; in regard of pernicioys 
it. The ſiege laid before | Errors, 3nd Herefies, 2ſarch 10. 
Jerafalem , in che tenth | 1646 &c. Yea, the Parliament in 
moneth. 2. The taking of | their late AR for the Falt that was 
Jeruſalem i» the fourth | on April 19. 1649. do acknow- 
moneth. 3. The burning , ledg, They have learned from the 
of the Temple in the fift ; Word of God; and the example 
moneth. 4. The murder | of his people in all ages; and like- 
of Gedaliah in the ſeventh | wile their own experience, the (in- 
moneth. Now touching | gular advantage of due occaſional 
theſe conceits of the godly | Faſting. And albeir, for juſt cauſe 
: learned , T he Obſervatory | they have annulled the monethly 
acknowledgeth that thoſe | Falt, yet at the ſame time they en- 
occurrences were very ſad, | ated 2 Falt in the behalf of 1ri/s 
and might well fron” deep-\ Aﬀairs, to. be obſerved on Afay 
Humiliation to the Jews ; | 17- 1649. next enſuing. And 


yet obſerveth,that there x5 | bleſſed be God, that hath hither, fo | 


not the leaſt hint in any | ordered their hearts, and ways, for 
Texts of - Zechariah or | the promoting of the true welfare 
Jeremiah, 'or elſewhere in | not onely of England, but Ireland 
Bible, to faſten ſuch afſer- { all. 

tion of the mentioned oc- 


Caſions, 4s the cauſe of [ach their anniverſary monethly F aſt ing. 


T he flanghter of King: Jolias,' and captivity. in the third yeer of 


Jehoiakim, wot long befare ,. were moſt ſad decnrrences,, and 
might juſtly alſo (as they did) occaſion great monruing, as Yell 
as theſe four in hand: So thavit is wikted, that Interpreters Wwauld 
be cantions hay their Expreſſions, and nat be too bold in their 
Preachings and Printings,un aſſerting and puklifing for current, 
that Which the Scripture pairs rang whe , 

As 


; 
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(43) 
As for the Mourning and Faſting of the JeWvs, frequently in the 
tive of ſeventy yeers captivity, which was ſo grievons, every one 
_ obſerveth, may ſee there was cauſe enough, ſee Lamentations, 
137.1, 


I'V. Howhbeit, Ged| 4. Howbeit, God may have 
wight approve and accept | been pleaſed to accept a courſe of 
the Jews in their occaſion- | Faſting and Humiliation in the Re- 
al Humiliation and Faſt- | formed Churches, and more ſpeci. 
ing.ſo far as the exigencies | ally in England, in ſome ſet times 

the ſeventy yeers capti- | of moneths together, and of 1:te, 
vity didcall thereunto,and | for divers yeers together, moneth-" 
as fincerity ſwayed in the | ly in the behalf of Ireland ; in as 
manage thereof, wnto juſt | much as much lincerity might be in 
ends ; yet nevertheleſs, he | the ends and manage thereof in 
ſeemeth to diſlike andre- | great part , | whatever formality 
prove the amniverſarineſs, | and undue carriage might creep in, 
or monethlineſs of their | &c. Yet nevertheleſs, the ſet-time 
forr Faſts,” as nat being | of monethsand yeers, may ſeem to 
commanded nor direfted | have wanted good ground. Ortho- 
wnte by him, ſee verl. 5, dox Divines do condemn, as other- 
Sith God red wiſe ; ſo in a ſpecial maner in point 
- ſer-rime , i! agar $75 _—_ 

Humiliation, ox the | Of great Antiqui of long uſe; 
tenth of hy ſeventh | the Ember _ - ures + in 
woneth, Levic.23.27. ad |,imitation of theſe four monerhly 
it onely peculiar to old Faſts of Zews, Friday Faſts, and 
Teſtament times : So that Eves of Feſtivities, &c. which Re- 
theſe ſuch their ſet, formed Churches have therefore 
monthly , anniverſary abrogated ; and in theſe our Re- 
Faſts, ſeemed in point of forming times, are totally abro- 
ſet-time to be aWill-Wor- gated in England,by | totheir high 


Twewuadby” j Authoriry, The Scors to their hi 
ſhip and —_ praiſe (above other Churches) in 


ya mn L = the yeer 1560. the firlt yeer of their 
22, 23. And even thus Univerſal Reformation, abrogated 
Interpreters do gloſs ;on | all anaiverſary 7 ma wes wr 


(as) 
worthip, ſave the.Lords'day; which 
\ts'of divine Inftiration. See Renew 
That as the Jews Were | 4mination of ' Artieles' enatted ©. as 
diverſly reproved, ſo that | Perth. 161%, ſundry ſtroug Reaſons 
ſuch their Faſts (for the | againſt '0 ey. {et-times , &c. 
ſ[et-time of thim )-"Were's Trudit is, The prerenes of the ob- 
mvented by - themſebver, | ſ{etving'a monathly. Faſt ii. Supe 
Learned Jutis and Tre- Iayd,' onely whilcft the \iri6: rfoun 
mellins' Atinsr;- Swmine- Ales ſhould remain, .i9:'mote-fpccis. 
redarputionis (t;Jejuniz | dus hen che. fuperttitions-conrk: of 
hc [ ariniverſaritt vobis} Papiſts'and Hierarchical Confornte 
non - -{mperavit Deus: / iis (whoſe old Leven is adt 
t. The ſum of the Re-F hitherto wholly purged out) _ 
proof is, G64 did ot topy"Pex "ho fuch, bounds, p but: yer the. 
mantt you to obſirye /kcſ# | pretence ar\beft. can be. ng; ghee, 
yorr T'yeerly\ roneth - | "ther what che Jewgpytrendedfer 
Paſt: W. Petiblein his ? their fee Faſts, during the ſeventy 
Expoſit. on Zechary, fs | yeers Captivity, '{ce \Zivhn F<$; 5+ 
out at large fuch their Re- | The Pa lament therefore ..appro- 
proof. for their fet «timg of”; hg; 'and reqtizing occalibackblnr, 
thoſe Faſts ," Chip, 7. 5.) tillizrion in Falting and. Ptayery 
Unto me, ' every ro me: hath-done well 'to.enadt the annut- 
Such interrogation hath a | ig of chat movethly Falk, and in 
vehement denigt, That | a. pradential way ta.cnaQ.gecafion- 
(prodinniſa falling ws, -oÞ Fafting,. both. in\the. behalf. of 

v) rhe time Wy: nat thy” | Ireland; and otherwiſe;, as (iatheig. 
manded by God: | That \ Religions and Conſciencious. Wife | 
Which t pretended from doms do judg the mecxeft. 
theſe words of Calvin on by | 
Zech.8. 19. — Non dicemushac jejunia temers aut peiperam 
fuiſfe ab itfis ſaſcepra, &c; we hall nor fay, Thar theſe their 
Faſts were raſoly or vainly undertaken ," &6. If the ſcope. and 
Sfenſt be candidly and ingen weighed, he peadeths. not im 
approbation of the ſet anniverſarineſs of four monarh-Faſps, 4w 
goin of ſet, fuxt, ant unnoveable times i bavof thtir ning duly 
rho: in a mournful deportment,. expreſſed by-Faftiag, as ths 

giuning of the captivity. Tt 1s Well known, tha Catrimwas ed 
freend to ſuperſtitions ſet-times for will-Wor ſbip. V, The 


+: Zech. 7.5.7 he Geneva \ 
Note on'Text there, #, 


45 ) 
V. The Jews ſometime | 5. Many godly zealots returned 
after the firſt return of | from ſpiritual 3 loniſh captivity, 
ſome of them from the | having had ſcruples, and made in- 
captivity, enquire What | quiries, touching late monethly 
was meeteſt to be done in Faſts who yet have been conſcien. 
point of their ſet Humilia- | cious in obſerving occaſional Faſts) 
tion, verl. 1, 2, 3. And a | have now good fatisfaRtion by the 
ſatisfying anſwver is given | late AR of Parliament, annulling 
ro them, ver(.4, 5. the — faſting, and yet en- 
| aRing occaſional falting, even as 

occaſion requireth. 

VI. The Words of the | 6. The people of God of the 
Text in Zech. 8. 19. pro- | Engliſh Nation, having ſown in 
pheſying or promiſing joy | tears divers moneths and yeers, 
end pladneſs, cc. infead | walking mourntully before the 
| of monethly faſting , do | Lord, and exerciſing Humiliation in 
not infer an approbation of | their meaſure, ascauſe and occaſion 
the four ſet monethly faſf- | hath required, and are ſtill in ſuch 
ing yeers after yeers ; Sith | wiſe affeRed, (hall finde to their 
ſuch juſt reproof was | comfort, That their courſe ſhall 
thereunto, Chap.7.5. But | not bein vain in the Lord. The 
they ſeem to infer that | valley of Achor ts given for a door of 
there ſhould be a change of hope. 
the ſtate of future times, | 
and that ſuch as had mourned unfeignedly in a godly maner , 
that they ſhould be comforted, ſee Plal. 126. 5,6. 
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FAITHFULL 
AND 
Conſcientious Account 

For Subſcribing the 


Diſcuſſed in four Sefions, | 
r. Motives for juſt Expediency of giving ſuch 


Account. s 
2. The Account truely Stated and Explained. 


{ 3. Reaſons juſtifying the Fairhfulneſs of it. 
4.Objc&ions againſt it latisfaQorily Anſwered 
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SECT. I. 


Motives aud Grounds for the Reaſonableneſs and Expetliency of 
giving Account herein. 


'M Oſcs and the Prophets in the ſacred Hiſtorical Scrip- 
| tares ( Written for our inſtruttion and aimonition, 
| on whom the ends of the world are come, Rom.15.4. 
I Cor.10.11.) declaring the true ſtate and Occut-. 
rences of Old Teſtament Times, do give a juſt and faithfut Account 
of their own faithful and warraptable Deportment ; and likewiſe 
of the faichtul Dzportment of others, the good Servants of God in 
their generations occaſionally made mention of by them, viz. of 
Noab, Abraham, David, Aſa, [eheſhaphat,&+c. This is fo plainly 
written throughout their Books, that a man may run and read the 
ſame: Toallude to Habak,2. 2. And ſurely they ſaw a reaſonable- 
neſs and expediency in ſo doing ; they being holy men of God, and 


writing as they were moved by the Holy Gho#t, 2 Pet, 1.20, 21» 
A 3 2. The 


- _- iv 

2+ The Apoſiles and Erangeis who wrote the Hiſtorial Scrip- 
tures reſpeRing the ſtate of New Teſtament Times, ( which bei 
compared with Old TeſtamentTimes,are ſtiled times of Reformati- 
on, Heb,9.10.)they alſo do give a clear and perfet Account,not only 
of Evangelical DoQrine (the trath which ; 1 goalineſs, Tit. 
1.1.) but alſo of particular occaſional Aﬀts, wherein they were ex- 
emplary for our Imitation, and following in the ſame, Joh» 20.31. 
Lack. 1. 1, 2, 3,4. eAtt 1.1. As may moſt fully appear in a ſhort 
view of the two remarkable Inſtances , beyond all exception 
Vi Vy : 

I, Inſtance, Tonching our moſt bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt,our Spiritual King and Prophet, his worthy ating and walk. 
ing excepted againſt : 

1. By Phariſees, for his eating with Publicans and ſinners , 

Mat. 9.11, 12, 13» 
2. By the Diſciples of Zohn Baptiſt, about frequent faſting, 
Chap. 9. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
3. By the multitudes, concerning Fohn Baptiſts and his ow 
. AMiniftry, Chap. 11.7, &c. | 
4+ By the Phariſees, about the Traditions of the Elders, Chap. 
5 
6G 


I5.1,tO 15. 

« By his own Diſciples, ignorant of the meaning of Parablex, 
Chap. 15. 15, to 21. 

» By the Herodians and Phariſees, about tribarte to Ceſar, 
Chap. 22.15,to 22, Inall theſe ielrequiſire that #i/doms 
ſoould be juſtified of her children : See Mat.1 1.19. 

2. Inſtance, Touching Apoſtolical Pratiſes and ARtings in the 
firſt and pureſt Primitive Times, Who were vindicated therein, al- 
beit they were contradicted : 


I, By mockers at the fwlneſs of the Holy Gboſt given, Aﬀs 2. 


13, 14, &Cc. 
2, By people wondering ar the cure of a» impotent man, Chap, 
3eII, 12+ ner oi ol 


3. By Rulers, Elders and Scribes, touching the ſame thing,Chap. 


« 5, 8 
4. Dy them of the Circumciſion about the Gentiles Converſion, 
Chap, 31, 2, 3, 4. 


5» By 
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3. By certain men from 7=dea,. 
frown, Ats 15.1, &c. 
6. By.the Athenians, concerning the Reſarreition, Chap.17. 16, 
17, to the end. | 
7. See alſo more ſpecially and fully the perfeRt Account of the- 
Apoltle Pax/ himſelf, ro:ching the main of his aRings, AtZs 
22. &c. to the end of the book 
3+ There is a cloud of Witneſſes, even of the Greek and Latin 
ancient Fathers, viz. 7#ſtine Martyr, Athenagoru,T ertullian, fc. 
( Ic may ſeem vain to amuze the Reader with a Catalogue of their 
Names,and Titles of their Books, reſpeRing this matter,) who gave 
good Account of their Chriſtian Aﬀings againlt Pagans, and Here- 
ricks of yarious ſorts, and otherwiſe allo, cauſe 
occaſion called for , plentifully teſtified in their aſeful learned 
Writings. A | 
4+ In the ſeveral Centuries, when groſs Antichritianiſm domi- 
neered for the moſt part throughontall Exrope, then God had his 
faithful Witneſſes notwithſtanding, who did ſubſtantially and cou- 
ragiouſly withſtand and teſtifie againſt the ſame, Apoca/.1 1.3. This 
is moſt ſingularly evidenced by the induſtrious .ColleAtion of the 
Magdeburg Centuriſts, 2 Mr John Fox in his book of Martyrs, 
by the noble French Lord Philip Morney,in bis Hiſtory of the 4y- 
ſtery of Iniquity, its progreſs and oppoſition; by Door, Vſber, 
io his Latin Treatife- of the Srate and Sweeeſſion of Chriſtian 
Churehes, &c. "_ —_— 
5. When our Engliſh Nation came out of Spiritual Babylon, 
the Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth, in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, here was lohn Tewel. returned from 
Exile,a molt learned and renowned Conftfſor,who wrote an Apo- 
logy for the (hurch of England fon her forſaking Rome in the 
Point of Dottrine, Here was alſo learned and conſcientious Mr 
T homas Cartwright, Udall, and divers others, who excellently de- 


clared and demonſtrated ER. and &# omiſh Super ti- 
riouws Ceremonies, in their Fdicious Treatiſcs agiinſt the (ame. 


6. In the beginning of K. /ames his Reign in England ( ſome O- 
vertures being for the reforming of Ds/cipline and divine Service ) 
there was arguivg againſt Corruptions io Diſcipline and Worſhip 


——_—  — 


AJ at 


abont Obſervation of Circamci- 


Fe 


"'F'8 

_ * at the _ iGo -Coaknn Us Dr Aoinolds, Mr 

Chaddertofs, an newſtubs : beſidey that, many godly 

learned and zealous Aſiniſters of Lincoln Dioceſs,. by therhicives 
of Devonſvireand Cornwall,ot Londen, and ſundry other Counties, 
each by themſaves, exhibired their Tolid Arguments againſt Ep;/- 
copacy and Superſtitions Conformity , yea much was cfechually 
pleaded in this y Mr Bradſhaw, Mt Sherwood, and other 
particular men. | RY YE. | 

7. After this Dr Merton becoming Prelate of Chefter (looked 
on for great — in Popiſh ControverfiesJ he reſolved to try . 
his ſtrengch againlt the Now-Conformiſts in Cheſtire and Lanca- 
ſvire, and to this purpoſe required ſome of them (which he ſingled 
out) to propound their Arguments againft the Croſs iz Bapti/m, 
Snrplace,and Kneeling at the Communion ; whic by them, 
and yet they in no” wiſe convinced: The ſaid Non-Conformiſts 
(2mengſt whom the now Accountant was one) were commanded 
ro give him their Arguments mn _—_ which they alſo did ; yer 


he finding his endeavor fruitleſs m openly and private- 
ly, by how much they juſtified their Reaſons, he then (as the event 


manifeſted) wrote a Book in defence of thoſe three nocent Cerc- 
menics : But howbeit the Taid Naw Conformt7 Coald not with 
liberty and ſafety reply unto his Bookg, (which otherwiſe they were 
ready unto,) yet God raifed up pious and acute Dr Ames (who 
then was an Exile in the United Netherlands) to Reply unto it ; 
yea and whereas Mr Barger (a DoRtor in Phylick, and ſometimes 
him{lf a Nox-Conformi#t,however he declined therefrom,through 
the enſnaring Iniquity of the Times, and became a conforming Mi- 
niſter) Rejoyned unto the Reply ; yer the faid Dr Ames commen- + 
ccd a freſh Snir againſt his Re for theſe Ceremonies, which 
as it is wall known was an Service in thoſe times to rhe 
ſaffering people of God, although it were barked againſt by che 
Prelatical Parry. 
8. Of late in K. Charls his Reign, ſwollen into extream Ty- 
. ranny, every one almoſt of any obſervation, inay have taken know- 
dg of manifold notable and juſt Declarations and Remonſtr ances 
of Parliament, tending to undeceive the people ; yea and manifold 
«ffeRual Peritions and hnmble } 7 arr} nd to the nn: 
gh a rom 


ere ariyn es 
Oppreſsions by arbitrary Power in the Civil and Eeclchaltical State, 
and ſy ng ng 9 41109, 

I X. In this preſent junQuee of the perplexed ſeruples of many, 
by occaſion of the required Sob'cribing the Engagement, There are 
ſome eminent men of well guided counſels, 36d eniipoſed temper 
of their pablique ſpirits, who'have given forth their jadicious Con- 
ſiderations, endevoring meekly and dly to give ſatisfaAtion to 
ſuch as are ſtudious to underſtand rightly in ſo grand a Caſe of Con- 
ſcience as it is pretended to be. | 

X. And hence it is that the Premiſles are effeftual Motives (ſome 
Commiſſioners having been deſigned by the Supreme Power to 
take Subſcription tothe Engagement according to the AR of Par- 
liansent ) onto the Acconntant, having declared his ſubmiſſion to 
Axthority, to dedlare alſo that he aRteth gecording to righe Reaſon 
ſatisfaAtory unto himſelf, and for'the ſatisfying of others, who pol- 

bly may wonder and maryd, for want of be, at (uch his 


compliance.” '' 


SECT. IL. 


The Account it ſelf truly ſtated, and clearly explained, in its 
 genmue and proper ſence. | 


pb form of Subſcription to the Exgagement, ordained by the 
AR of Parliament, is expreffed in thele words ; vine 1 ds de- 
clave and promiſe, that I will be true and faitbful to the Conemon. 
wea/th of Bnghnd, 4s it is now 4 without a Kung, or 
Houſe of Lordi. Howbit it edged, that 
this formof words harh a moſt eafic and' dear ſence to any ordinary 
capacity, ſo agno doubt Gn be contained in it: Yet 
notwihſtanding,for our better making uſe and improvement of the 
certain and anqueſtionable meaning of it unto an cffetual demon- 
ſtration of its lawfulneſs and expediency , The Contents thereof 


ſhallbe reſolved into the four partsor branches, which are obvioul- - 
ly remarkable, and each of them explained and conſidered by them- 


elves : vis, 


1. The. 


'T; The prtdulr condiion 119k pac concemed ue en 


gage + 

2. The Acof ſubſcribing in the acti nature thereof, 

3. The objeR of this peculiar AR. 

4. The modification and reſtri&ion of the objeR in its limits 
and bcunds. 

Thecond E _— of the Parts and Branches. : 

I. Thecondition of the perſon (7, ] An Engliſh born 
SubjeR, receiving benefit and hn. my "9 his preſent Com- 
monwealth, as 1t is now eta hed, i in the exerciſe of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and of my particular Calling unto the Miniſtry of the Gosþel in 
a PaſtordCharge. 

Nore.'{ That which is ſaid touching the condition of the parti- 
culir perſon- in his Calling and Capacity ſpecified, hath che ſame 
_ (mutati mutandis reſpecting all ſorts of perſonsToncerned 

noagement, of what Calling, ſtate, degree, and condition 
p hikes; mo_ _— be as nn , nr wh 
wheth-r they rdinate ces, Judges, Jaltices, Majors, 
Sheriffs, Be ks Coottables Swtih, wh Lawyers, Phyſi- 
cians, Miniſters, Schoolmaſters,, Souldiers, Merchants, Mariners, 
Tradeſmen, Husbandmen, or Arificers; and whether their habira- 
tions are in Cities, Towns, or Villages, or whether of any y other 
Province comprehended under the ſame | cena, : 

II. The Atof ſubſcribing in the peculiar nature of it, isin this 
expreſſion ; [/ do Declare and Promiſe, that 1 will be true and 
faithful to &*. ] Expls. The nature and ſum of this AR conſiſterh 

- 74> intheexerciling of truth and = pourra appro 
At thereinas occaſion oftereth Lb no wiſe giving » _ tOana 
falſhooJand Treachery againſt the Commonwealth ; nor to an = 
poſing a n the Peace of the Engliſh Nation w_ 
preſenc Government by any means} nor to a contriv 
- ſing directly or indireRly any thing to the diſturbance t Tor 


to this effet the very Preamble of the AR of Parliamenr for ſub- 


ſcribing the Engagement, hinteth the ſence. Yid. ibia. And the 
Cc Law-givers Fe. any are their own belt Interpreters. 

III, The Ob —_—AC declaring and promiſing to be 

true yy faichful, is, as it is expreſſed, [ The Commonwealth of 

England 


EF £=-- WF  R *” ID UI ER ETSY 


WAL » 


| __ | 
England.) £xple. Tovching this branch , it may be obſerved 
for the better underſtanding of it, God that made the world, 
and hath miade of one blood all. Nations of: men to 'dwell 
on the face of the earth, and hath dererminted all che times 
before appoined, and the bounds of their habitation, Tee «FF. 
17.24.26. he hath ſo ordered, and broughc to paſſe, according 
co the counſell of his own will, Eph. 1, 1. that even Engliſh- 
men for many generations, have as a Nition lived Nationally 
in England, aod been combined ina politice Body, or Con 
won wealth, according to the Rights and Cuſtomes of this 
Nztion , choſen and conſcated unto by the people heredf : 
Thus is the Common-wealth of England to be eltimated, 

I V. The Modification and Reſtriction of the objcR of the 
AR of ſubſcribing, is limited and bounded in this expreſſion, 
' FeArthe ( ommon- wealth of England us now eſtabliſhed withont 
a King and Houſe of Lords. ) Expla. Concerning this laſt branch 
it mey be obſerved, that the Common-wealth of England is 
now cſtabl:{h-d withuuc a King, and Houſe of Lords , accor- 
ding to a D-claration of rhe Parliament, intituled, ef Decla- 


ration of the Parliament of England, expreſſing the" g ounds of 17 am AY- 
their late preceedings, and o "_ the <= ——_ in = +8 
the way of a free State; This was Ordered, March 17. 1648. 


by the Commons in Parliament afſcmbled, to be printed and 
publiſhed. And thus much briefly and perſpicuoufly for 
the ſumme, and parts, and ſenſe of the forme of the En- 
gagement. | | 


SECT. III. 
Reaſons aſſerting and juſtifying the faithfulneſſe and conſciona- 


blene([e of Engagement. 


LREASON. 

Ecauſe ſach ſubſcribed Engagement is agreeable to the 
Bis of natureand Nations revealed in the holy Scriptures, 
diRared and inſpired by the Spirit of the God of Nature and 
Nations, who is Our King and Law-giver, 1ſ44.33.22» cven the 

| B one 


one onely Law-giver, who is able to ſaye.and to deſtroy; ſee 


2am. 4.12. compared with 2 Tim.3.16. £rgo, It may and ought 


co be ſubſcribed : This Reaſon (hall be evidenced and illaſtra- 
red according to the foure branches and parts obſerved in the 
Forme of Engagement. 

I. The condicion of the perſon ſubſcribing, even one who 
js a Subjet under this eſtabliſhed preſent Government of the. 
Common- wealth of England, and receiverh benefit and pro- 
tecion from the ſame, giveth good evidence and illuſtration 
to this firſt Reaſon : For it is both lawfull and requiſite that 
any perſon, who is a SubjeR under any ſupreme power what- 
ſoever, of what kind ſoeyer the power is, whether itbe Mo= 
narchicall, Ariſtocraticall, or Dzmocraricali, and of what Na- 
tion ſoever the perſon and ſubjeXis, it is neceſſary, I ſay, That 
fuch. ſubje& perſon be true and fairhfull ro ſuch Supreme 
Power. This is demonſtrable by an Induction of partscalar in- 
ſtances, viz, NES. 

r. 7oſeph the ſon of the Patriark Tacob, an Hebrew. fearing 
God, he by 6ccafion living in Egypr, ( having been ſold thi- 
ther). did hot onely accept imployment under the. Supreme 
Power there, but alſo was true and faithfull thereunto, yea, 
though Egypt was an houſe of bondage unto the Iſraelites, 
ſee Gen.41. &c, at 

2. Moraecas, 2 truly religious Jew of the children of the 
captivity, did witnefle his truth and faithfulneſle unto the Per- 
ſian Monarchy, by his ingenuous diſcovery of the treaſonable 
and murderous deſigne of Bigthan and Tereſh, two of the Kings 
Chamberlains againit King Aheſowerns,reigning in Perſia at that 
time; ſee Eſther 2.21,22. - 

3. Nchemiah, an eminent ſervant of God,ſcrved Artaxerxes 
the King of Pcrſta, and was true and fairhfull uaco the ſupreme 
Power, both in ſubmitting unto,and obſerving of his dircions 
and appointment ; Tee Neh.2.6.& cap.13-6, : 

4. Our bleſkd Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in. the dayes of his fleſh 
here on earth, declared his mind rouching faithfulnefſe to 
Tiberins Ceſar, the Romane Emperor, being at that time ſu- 
preme Commander over the Jewiſh Nation, ſo far as did con- 

CEIn. 


| [11] 
corn that his ſupreme power, whatever difficulties and confuſi- 
.ons theJewilſh Nation was involved into in theſe daics;ſee Har; 

23.19,20,21. 

5- The holy Apoſtle Pax! approving his Apoſtleſhip to the 
Gentiles, as became him, inſtruAR-th the Chriſtians at Rome to 
ſubmic faithfully and covſcientiouſly to the preſent ſupreme 
power there, Though the Emperors in thoſe times were mon- 
{trous and bloody uſurping Emperors; ſee Row. 13. 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, &Cc. i 

6. The great Apoſtle Peter ſaw juſt cauſe that the brethren 
of the diſperſion throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, A- 
fia and Bythinia , ſhould ſubmit themſelves unto the preſent 
power they were under in thoſe ſeverall Territories, what eve 
the power was for its kind; and this for che arguing their faith» 
fammeſc unto thoſe Towers, and their Chriftian faithfulnefſe in 
ſo doing ; ſee 1 Per.2.13,14,15,16,17, 

Theſe inſtances may beyond all exception, vindicate the per- 
ſon who is an Engliſh Subjet, and hath his ſubſiſtence and 
livelihood in England , for his ingafing unto the now eſta- 
bliſhed Common-wealth of England, the zie of this relation -. 
being more naturall and fundamentall then thoſe before men- 
tioned : Hereunto might be added, of how good report it is, 
(Philip.4.8.) that in caſe avy priſoners amongſt us have liberty 
to go abroad, upon their parole, and ingaging themſelves to 
their Goalers and Keepers to faichfulneſle, that they approve 
themſelves unto them therein ; how much more ia the caſe 
in hand ? 

2. The ſecond branch in' the form of Engagement, is the 
AR of ſubſcribing in its peculiar nature, and it is exprefſed in 
theſe words,[ 1 declare,and promiſe tobe true and faithful toc. ] 
Now this peculiar AR doth aftord another ground to argue 
the reaſonablenefle of the Engagement, according to 


'Scripturall Reaſon: Sith truch and faithfulneſle in any perſons. 


in any concernments,doth hear well on all hands,as on the con- 
trary, falſhood and trEchery doth heaFill. This may be mani- 
feſted and evinced.in theſe enfuing afſertions:3....  . 

1 God himſelf is glorified by his Attribute of faithfulneſle, 
Dent.7.9.Pſal.36.5. S—_" T_ 2, Chiiſt 


'.-, "On 

2: Chriſt ſtiſeth himſelfe che faithfull and true witneſſe, 
Spidey eee 

3. Gods gracious reſpeR is ynto faithfull ones, Heb. 3. 2.5. 
Alat 2521.24, . 

4. Faithfulneſſe is a chara&er of approved ones: See in- 
ſtances, viz. pie 

1. Afaithfull man fearing God above many ,” Neh. 


Jo. 
2. Afaichfull Prieſt, doing according to Gods heart, 

I S418.2-35. TT 
3. Faithfull with the Saints, ruling with God, Hof. 

IT. 2, | 
. Afaithfull Ambaſſaddt is health, Prov.13.17, 

. Te is required of Stewards to be found faithfull, 
I ( 0r.4.2, CONE 
6. A fFaichfull and wiſe ſervant, 2ſat.24.45. 
7. A faithfult Martyr, eFpocal.2. 13. &Cc. 

5.Falſhood and unfaithfulnefſe is a charaRer of the wicked, 
P/al.5.9. as being, 

1. Prohipited, Exod.23.7: , 

2. Reproved, P/al.1 20.3. 
3. Puniſhable, Dexr.19.18,19.&c. 

Theſe particular afſcrtions deing duly weighed, are grounds 
and motives to attraRt and perſwade eyermore to at truly and 
faithfully, as the nature of the obje doth alſo further require, 
mextly to be inſiſted on.. 

3- The objet of che AR of ſubſcribing the Engagement, 
doth give yet further ground of evidence and confirmation 
of the firſt Scripturall Reaſon, viz. [I declare and promiſe ta 
be true and faithfull ro the Common wealth of England. ] Sith 
the Common wealth of England is the fame Common-wealth 


uma+> 


that it hath been for very many ages and generations ſucceſ- | 


ſively ; asit may appeare divers wayes. | 

7. Itisof the fame Engliſh language, and native Mother 
tongue. Wl as fhe2 <7 

2. It is the ſame Continent, and hath the ſame borders: and 


bounds. 
3.It 


F Ell: TY 
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3. It hath the ſame great Charter of its Laws [ Magna 
Charta.]J © Reon 

4. Ir aRteth inthe doing of Juſtice and Judgment in the 
ſame way of opcn Courts at Weltmialter, and in the ſcverall 
Counties of the Nation ar Aſſizes, and Seſſions, and inferior 
Tudicatories; and theſe tranſaRttons are managed by the learned 
Judges, Juſtices of Peace, StewWirds JarnT ad Witnelles Acc. 
as hath been antiencly accuſtomed, - 

5. Ic profeſſeth and eſtab}.ſh:rh the true Chriſtian Religion, 
according to the ſacred Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. 

6: And principally it enaReth Lawes by Parliamentary Pow- 
er,and ir onely, enafting ſome new Laws, and repealing ſome 
old Lawes, (prore nata) as occalion and cauſe requireth, and 
aS it hath bcen wont co do: Aad herein the very form of the 
Commonwealth conſiſts, EP 

vc 00" ee ee ne been and are various conditi- 
ons of perſons, and alſo of wayes of governing by Britains, 
Saxons, Daies, and Normans, bork in E ill and Ecciefiaſticall 
Afﬀairs unto this day,refining and reforming Laws and Govern- 
ment asneed hath required; yet none of theſe variations may 
be faid co abrogate or diſanull the identity of the Common- 
wealch of England. It is true indeed, that as in ſome part hece- 
tofore, ſoin the later times very much that was amile hath 
been amended not only in the expulſion of Antichriſt in the 
branch in Queen Z/iz4beths time, bntalſo in the rggt_by this 
preſent Parliament; as alſo, much good hath been by the Par- 
Jiamenr, in ſuppreſſing of arbitrary power, taking away the 
High Commiſſion Court, Star.-Chamber, Hierarchic, and ſuper- 
ſtitious monumencs of Popiſh Idolatry, 8c. but yet notwith- 
ſtanding it is the ſame Common- wealth (till, yea, and Engliſh 
blood and ſpirits are yet remaining among{ us, 

It is in great part with vs in England, as it was with the 
Commonwealth of [ſracl, ChronicYicd in the Canonicall Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teſtament, viz. They were the ſame Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, from their tirit eſtabliſhment to be a National 


Commonwealth in Smai, Exeg.19.1, &c, untill the utter ruine 
of 


/ 
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of their Commonwealth, forc-rold and prophecied of by our 
Saviour Chriſt, Aat.24. and afterwards eftefted by Yeſpaftan, 
the Roman Emperot, as may be _m in _ inſtances : 

1. They were all along of the ſame Hebrew language. 

2. They had the ſame great' Charter of Xſoſes Lawes both 
for Civill and Church AMairs. 


3- They had the ſame borders and bounds ſtill reckoned on, 


albeit ſometimes morEorTelle extended or reſtrained. 
4. They reformed amifſes both in Church and State (as their 
condition did admit) as occafion was, and their hearts bene 


thereto. 

5. And although they had alſo ſundry conditions of perſons 
and wayes of governing, namely, | 

I. In the Wilderneſle by the hands of Xoſes and Aaron; ſee 


P/al.77-20. NEGE RI 
2. In Canaan by Judges 450.years ; ſee A. 13.20. 


3. By Kings IFfterwards till the — oppo: and theſe variouſly 
m obtaining rheir regality; Ice BOOKS Of Samnel, Kings andiChro- 


nocles. ; 
4. By variouſly conditioned men after the captivity neere 


500, yeare, &c, and yet from Moſes ro Herod they were the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael; ſce Luke 1 5. --6%. & Cap225. 

Theſe inſtances being duly obſerve d, chere is juit cauſe that 
Engliſh Patriots in their loveand zeal of their native Country, 
ſhould ſhew themſelves to be true and fairhfull ro the Com- 
monwealth of England, in whoſe hands ſoever the Govern- 
ment is eſtabliſhed; and this the rather, becauſe crue Iſraclires 
indeed in whoſe ſpirits was no guile, (ſee John 1.47.) were 
wont to be faithfull in their dayes to ſuch their Common» 
wealth, Let ſome inſtances of a few ſuch Worthies of the 
Lords be remembred alſo herein, who did demean themſelves 
faithfully as preſent ſtate required. 

I. /oſonra and (aleb incouraging the Iſraclites in the Wil- 
derneſſe, when -many others diſcouraged them ; ſce Numb. 
14. 6,7. 

2+ Congregation of Iſrael, when there wasno King in If- 


rael, on occafion of the horrid diſtemper mentioned, dg. 25: 
I.&c. 3. David 


3. David a private man, when Goliah defied the Hoſt! if 


Mrael, 3 Sam. 1732+ ; | 
4: Huſpai the Archite ating faithfully in the time of 44- 
ſolons unnaturall rebellion, 2 Sam.15.32, 


5. Obediah in the time of Fezabels perſecuting mialigniry, 


1 King .18.3,4. 

6. lchonadab the ſon of Rechab adhering to Jeb, 2 Kings 
IO. 15. EE IE 1; 

7. Shecaniah ſtirring up Ezra to at in perplexed times, 
Ezra 10.2,3. OE En,» 

Certainly ſuch examples ought to be preſidents unto the peo. 
ple of God in England, to aR as ſuch Faithfull Teryants of God 
did aFin their generations. 

4. Laftly, the modification and reſtri&tion of the objeR, viz: 
['T he Common-wealth of England, as it 1s now eftabliſhed without 
a Kingwnd Houſe of Lords, | vernZTompared with ſuch Texts 
of Scripture, as by juſt conſequence are to be made uſe of, will 
ſtrongly argue its eſtabliſhmenc to be agreeable to the mind of 
God the Law-giver; fo as therefore thereis Food reaſon for 
ſubſcribing the Engagement : For this purpoſe let theſe three 
aſſertions implied 1a this modification of objeR, be well con- 
ſidered. 

I, The Common-wealth of England, as it is now eſtablith-" 


ed without a King and Houſe of Lords, is ſo eſtabliſhed by the 


Parliament, 

2. The Parliament that hath declared and; ſerled the Com- 
mon-wealth of England in a free State without a King and 
Houſe of Lords, is the Soveraign Power in England. 

3. There isno juſt cauſe of refuſing to ſubſcribe; the Engage- 
ment, becauſe oF Common-wealths cRebtiftiment without a 
King and Houſe of Lords, 

1 eAſſrtion, The firſt of theſe Aﬀertions may be ma- 
nifeſted. by the Parliaments Declaration , CACarch 17. 1648, 
expreſſing the grounds of. their proceedings, &e# of ſet- 
ling the preſent Government in the way of a free State: The 


F 
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Parliament Declaration containeth four remarkable Cauſes of _. 


ſuch cheic proceedings , and ſerling the Government ,_ to be 
viewed ina ſhort Synopſis, viz. 1 Canes 


1648. 


Þ\ *x. Ca#/e. The firſt cauſe was in reſpet of Kingly Govern- | 


__-» ment, (ſer up in our Nation by the agreement of the people for 


their prortetion and better government, according-to ſuch 
Laws as they conſented unto) which is taken away for theſe 
Reaſons. EY 94 

I. Reaſon. Kingly Power was perverted by moſt of the Tru- 

ſees, and moſt nocoriouſly by the lace King, who by many de- 

recs exceeded the teſt, Such his vile miſcarriage is exemplified 
in the Parliament Declaration, by abour fifty undeniable preg- 
nant inſtances, needlcfſe ro inſert. It were good that every 
Engliſh Patriot had the Declaration by him in theſe confuſed 
times to peruſe frequently. 

2. Reaſon. The Kings rwo eldeſt Sonnes appeared in aQtuall 
arms againlt the Parliament, To as no hope ot future ſecurity 
could be expeRed unto the Nation from them. « \ 

- 3+ Reaſon. There is elder right of (upreme power in the peo- 
ple of the Land, then was in the Rings children. -- 
4.Reaſon. If any Right or Title belonged co the Kings eldeſt 


ſonne, the ſame is forfcired by the Fathers treaſonable AR; as 


in other caſes, even in offices of Inheritance, it is wont, 
5. Reaſon, The Kings younger children equally forfeited up- 
on the ſame account. : 

6. Reaſon. It is in the ſame power and authority which at 
firſt exeed a King for common good, and atterwards tindeth 
Him to pervert hi> Kingſhip to common evill; i is 1n their pow- 
er, whether they will continue his Kingly power , or change it 


ta better. * 

7. Reaſon. God hath ſpecially biciled free States » Who for- 
merly were oppreſſed by tyranny, as is ſcen in united Nether- 
lands, and others. 

8. Reaſon. There are manifold commodious advantages ta. 
people in Free: States:Manifold oppreſſions and dammages are 
under: Monarchy: Vaſt expenſe is wont to be by.Courc luxury 


and prodigality.ProfuleDonarions and perſfions for the promo- 
ting Tyranny; yea, andthe Court (bcing the nurſery of vices, 


c. and corrupter of hopeful branches of noble Families)prevented 
Ste, SerDEmarnt oo | 


1n a Free d Clarit. 


2, (anſe, 
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2.C auſe.The ſecond cauſe of Pari;ament proceedings touched 
on in the Declaration, reſpeReth the taking away of the Houſe 
of Lords, tor juſt reaſons, viz, 
T. Reaſon. The Lords ſate in an houſe by themſelves, and did 


not repietent the people , and therefore might be well ſpared. 2 


"Reaſon. They excrciked a negative Vote,tending to obſtruct 


much, 

3. Reaſon. They exerciſed a juridicall power over the per- 
ſors, and eltates of all che Commons, whereof they were not 
competent Judges, TR” 

F Reaſon Their power did ſpecially depend on the abſolute- 
ncfle ot the King, Ts 

5. Reaſon, The Common-Wealth could not well beare” thei 
delaics1n times of exigency. —: 

E. Liberty is left to ſuch Lords, who haye been , and ſhall be 
found fa:thtull,ro chooſe, and to be choſen Repreſentatives, as 
other competent perſons have their right unto. See Deelarat. 

3. (auſe. Thirdly, the Parliament giveth ſarisfatory anſwers 
to the obvious main objectiods gant) their proceedings , viz 


Anticipat. 
1, It was intended, as it was declared April 1646, for gover- 


ning the Nation þy King, Lords and Commons, in a confidence 
that the King and es would have applied themſelves, as had 


— 


been meet; but they wholly and obitinately Failing therein, and , 


there being no ſtipulation on both ſides, it could not be eſtec- 
med a contra; fo chat the Commons did moſt juſtly after 
their intentions. ; 

2. Although ſome Members of the Houſe of Commons had 
ſome force on them (it having at any time rarcly happened in 
times of Parliament, but ſome force more or leflc hath been ex- 
ercifed againit them, or ſome of them, and they eltcemed to be 
Parliament for all this)- yer no breach of Priviledge can be char- 
ged upon the remaining part inthe Hoaſe,which remaining part 
did farre exceed luch authorized number, who do make an 
Houſe beyond all exception. 


3. The Parliament hath declared that the Fundamentall Laws 5 


of the Nation are to be continued , =. alſo Courts of __ 
mnn_wm_— 


— 


2. 


_ 


5 


_ 
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and Judicature in a due —_ Sce Declaration. 

4 Caſe. Laſtly, the Parliamenes Declaration ſheweth their 
juſt and well-grounded ends in the eſtabliſhing the Common- 
wealth, as now it is withour King and Lords: Let the Declara- 
tion it ſclF be exaQtly skanned in its full and «ff; tuall exprefii- 
ons, and it may appcare it was not force on ſome without the 
Parliament doors,but the force of right reaſon on the Members 
within the Houſe, which hath ſo declared : How forcible are 
right words ? See lob 6.25. 

I. eFſertion. The ſecond Aﬀertion touching the Soyeraign 
Power of the Engliſh Parliament is taken for granted , not on- 
Iy by the Parliament themſelves, groundedly demonſtrated in 
- their Declaration above mentioned in the firlt Aﬀertion, and 
likewiſe in their exerciſe of ſupreme power in iſffuing out 
Commiſſions both to ſubordinate Magiſtrates for the doing of 
juſtice, and to the SouldieryFor defenſive and offcnfive warres; 
but alſo it is taken for granted by others, rationall men in the 
Common-wealth, who have a&cTby their Commiſſions ; and 
this from yearro year of Tate whilctt the King lived, as well as 
this preſent year, 1649. yea, and there are many who have pub- 
Iſhed their minds touching this m_ : ws hath Ty" cone 
by Mr. Prynne (thoogh now an adverſary hereunto) in foure 
eofaldioen oo of one of his books, with a large Appendix 
- thereunto, intituled, The Soveraigne Power of Parliaments, 
whither the Reader may be referred: only I doe obſerve herea- 
bouts, That Gol the onely Law-g'ver, and Soveraign King 
of Kiogs, and all ſupreme powers, having been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to preſerre-unto.ue in Bagene che ubſtance of our Com- 
mon-wealth hitherto; ſurely he hath appointed and continued 
tnto us the Law of Nature, contained im the Decalogue to be 
our rule of life in our Teverall capacities of inferiority and 
ſaperiorisy, whether ſupreme or ſuburdinate, as well in Ciyill 
— 4 romnncheiggar—— 3 anadFamily; yea, to have a Magiſtra- 
cy to be keepers of boththe Tables ; ſee Rows.13.4. compared 
with Exod.19.6. & cap.20.I.& 12, And therefore our tran. 
ations in England touching our Lawes, and the executing of 
thew, areby lawfull commulioned perſons of ſeverall torts 
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(otherwiſe the Law of Nature feexmeth to fail ) and ſo conſe- 
vently are lawfully adminiſtred by them. Oh that all men 


caring God amongſt us, Tpecially tuch as have complied with << 


the Pazliament, after the King his leaving the Houle, and with- 
drawing from it, would conſider ſoberly and ſcriouſly hereof, 
and ſo take heed of daring to think, or Teak , or a againſt 
thok in Aathority, leſt they do incurre Gods fierce dilplex- 


ſure : See Numb.12. cap. 2 Pet.2.10. Pſal.2.12. It is hard for .. 


any to kick, againſt the pricks,, Att: 9.5.and torefiit the Ordinance © 
of Go1, Roms.1 3.2, ; | a es 34 

[1. eAfertion. The third Aﬀertion, That there is no juſt 
cauſe of rctuſing to ſubſeribe the Engagement,in regard of the 
preſent cltabliſhment of the Common-wealth of England, 
without a King and Houſe of Lords. It may be argued, as 0+ 
therwiſc, (o from che rule of our own praftice, who doe pro- 
fefſe our due reſpeRs to Parliaments, vis. ' T 

I, It was not taken to be prejudicial, ſor dangerous to the 
Priviledges of Parliament, that the Lords ſpirituall (as they 
were {ti}ed) were caſhiered and expelled out of the Houſe of 
Lords, albeit they had been called by Writ, and had formerly 
and very antiently been eſteemed and reputed Members of that 


- Houſe. 


2. It did not infringe the nature and being of the Parliament, 
that the King after a time with-drew himſelf orally from the 
Houſe. 


3. The Parliament did retain its perfe& conſtitution and be. - 


ing when very many, yea, moſt of che Lords, and when very 
many of the Cine with-drew themſelves, pretending to 
be a Parliament at Oxford, fith a competent number remained 
{till in the Houſe, 

4, It is alledged out of approved Antiquaries, that in cafe 
all the Lords after a due Summons ſhould fail to appeare and 
fit in the Houſe, that their totall abſence doth not, norcannocT 
hinder or nullifie the due Parliamentary proceedings, whereas 
it is deſtruRiye to the being of the Parliamenc, if a compe- 
tent number of Commons: conſtituted to make up an Houſe, 
be abſent, fith the Commons are the Repreſentatives. of the 

C 2 people; 
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people;fee Pronnes Soveraign Power of Parliament, Part 1.P ag. 
Edit, 2. | : 
X 5. It is reſolved and declared by the Parliament, that the 
King had not a negative Vote. 

Theſe five particular inftances being duely marked, together 
with that which che Parliament hath declared, Afarch L7. 1648, 
as above, may abundantly convince,that according to this third 
Aſſertion, there is no cauſe of juſt refuſall ro ſubſcribe the En- 

agement to the Common-wealth of England, as it is now e- 
{tabliſhed : And ſo the firſt Argument juſtifying the faithful- 
neſſe and conſcionablenefle of the ſubſcription, is fully con- 
cluded. 
ILREASON, 

Becauſe fubſcribing the Eng+gement hath its due conſiſtency 
and agreement with the main-{cope and intention of former 
Oarhs, ProfNtarions, and Covenants prz-ingaged in nationally 
unto the ſupreme Power of England, approved moſtly on all 
hands; ſo that as right reaſon did then require the taking of 
them in their juſt ſenſe, ſo doth the ſame reaton now require to 
take the Engagement, 

For the more cft-&nall arguing the caſe by this reaſon, theſe 
Concluſions are to be opened and conſidered, viz. 

I (oncluſion, It is preſumed and taken for granted, that the 
Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, the Proteſtations and ſo- 


lemn Covenants were made of lawfull things lawfully, and in- 


the Lord, according to the ſacred and divine Rule, Thou foals 


ſweare the Lord liveth, tw Truth, in Judgement, and in Righteouſ- 
neſſe, Ter.4a2. For otherwiſe there is an. undoubted nullity of 


them, ipſs fato, ith no man ought to perform what is irratio- 
nally ſworn, and is in it ſelf unrighteous and unlawfall. Of this 
ſinfull nature have been the unlawrull and unrighteons Oaths 
and Subſcriptions of many, many Miniſters in this. Land in the 


times'of prevailing Epiſcopacy, and ſuperſtitious conformity; 


. * For which things ſake the Land mourneth, 7ey.23.10.And there- 
fore the ſwearers of . Canonicall obedience of the &c. Oath, 
and the Subſcribers, willingly (& ex animo) to the Articles'by 

Cannon required'to-beſublcribed unto, have cauſe to ſet them- 

J ſelves 


-_ 


_— 


| il 

ſelves to ſorrow godly, ſo as they may evidence their repen- 
rarice not to be repented of, which will produce the effefts of 

odly ſorrow mentioned, 2 Cor.7.11. for otherwiſe the Lord 
willnot hold them guilclefle that have taken his name in yain, 
Exod. 20. 7. | 

2, Concluſion, The main and chief ſcope and end of the oaths 
of Supremacy and Alleguone formerly; and of the Proteſtation 
and Covenant lately, andlikewiſe of che Engagement at the 
preſent was, and is the juſt ſafety and preſervation of the Com- 
mon-wealth of England; againititiegitrand” violent uſurpati- 
ons and attempts, whether of Forteiners or Natives, of any ſort 
and condition of perſons in what kind or notion ſoever, as 
may appear by the Statutes, Acts, Declarations, and orders of 
thoſe in Supreme Authority, that have required the people of 
the Land to ſubmit unto the taking and Gheridig of them, 
3. { onclufion. Ic is taken for granted that the Parliament Par- 
ty who ordered the Proteſtatioghult, and the Covenant. after- 

. wards to betaken, did Dn ardJudge tht the ſaid Prote- 


ſtation and Covenant, did not contradiet rhe Oath of Supre- 


macy and Allegiance; neither yet did the Covenantiers under- - 


ſtand any contrarinefle therein (howevyer the Malignant Cava- 
liers and Royaliſts mizhe poſſibly think otherwiſe ) but rather 
that there was a legall conſiſtency and agreement in their ſenſe 
and meaning; inaſmoeFas ar the Tamer, when occaſion re- 
quired, there was a taking of the Oaths obSupremacy and AMle- 
yiance,not withſtanding the taking of the Covenant,as it is well 
known. F»r it was not the perfon of Charles Stuart that was 
ſworn unts, but his Kingly Tegal Office,to be adminiſtred by him 
according to Co Form tireey or thi people;Becauſe any mans 
perſon (and therefore the Kings alſo ) being ſubjeRt ro ſuch oc+ 
caſianall accidents and incident:condition , as may juſtly disfit 
and diſable not only for governing, but alſo from being preſer- 


ped alive ; there is therefore no jult reaſon of ſwearing fealty 
Lord 


ſimply & abſolurely,but in the Lord only, & according to Law. ' 


Now there is the fame Teaſon of legall. conſiſtency and agree- 
ment with the Engagement, and with the Proteſtation,and Co» 


-yenaat, as there was of the conſiſtency and agreement of the 
Prote- 


he and 


32 : ; 

Proteſtation and Covenant; with the Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance, And albeit ſcyerall ſorts of perſons exerciſed the 
ſupreme power at ſeverall times, viz. The King, before the Par- 
liament was called, The King, Lords and Commons a ſpace to- 
gether afrec the firlt fitting of rhe Parliament; The Commons a. 
Jone at the preſent, yet notwithitanding the ſafety of the Com- 
mon-wealth was all along propounded, and to be profecuted , 
and ſtill is, 

4. Concluſion. Every lawfull Oath, Proteſtation, Covenant, 
and Engagement , are undoubtedly ſacred Obligations, and 
ought to be kepr and prelerved inviolably. ForTo God 1.Coms» 
mandeth, Levir.19.1 2. 2-Approveth,Pſal.15.4. 3.Threatneth 0- 
therwiſe, Exod.20.7, 4-Yea and punth-th breaches when ir is 
otherwiſe , 2 Chron. 36. 13. Exzek,17.15. &c, whence it follow- 
eth, that Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance; yea, and the Pro- 
teſtation and the Covenant formerly caken , have in the maine 
ſcope and end of them, an obligatory force ſtill, even the ſafe» 
ty of the Common-wealth, as hath been already declared, 

5. c oncluſron. Subſcribing che Engagement (having it's legall 
conſiltency and agreement with former Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance, and alſo with the Proteftation and Covenant) doth 
engage to perform and fulfill, what in the main of the ſaid 
Oaths, Proteſtation and Covenant was engaged ; even the ap- 
proving truth and faithfulneſſe co the Common-wealth, where- 
as refuſing to ſubſcribe the Engagement argueth a breach , at 
leaſt a diſpoſicion unto the breach of thoſe Oaths, Protcſtati- 
on and Covenant. 

Theſe five Concluſions, as they have been laid open, are a 
ſufficient way and means of ny good our ſecond teaſon, 
Let ns have grace whereby we may lerve the Lord acceptably , 
with reverence and godiy fear. For our God is a conſuming fice, 
Heb.1 2.28,29- ; 
IL. REASON, , 

Becauſe the profit and advantage of ſubſcribing the Engage» 
ment; may moſt probably by Gods bleſfling,be much every way. 
See this in ſome inſtances. | | 

I. Preven- 
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1. Prevention of the ruine of the Common-wealth , which 
may be occaſioned and cauled chrough. diſagreement and di- 
ſtance in poſnt of juſt and-requiſice. compliances. For when a 
Kingdome is divided agiinlt it ſelf, it is brought co deſolation, 
and every City or houſe divided agaiaſt it ſelf ſhall nor ſtand. 
See Mat.12.25. Itis a roken of Gods great controverlie, when 

» Ge ſettech Egyptians agiinft Egyptians, to fight every one a- 
gainſt his brother, and every one againlt his neighbour, City a* 
Sainſt City, and Kingdome againſt Kingdome. See 1/2. 19. 2. It 
was a ditficult and perplexed ſtate of times in the Common- 
wealth of 1lirael, when civill warres were betwixt David and 5 
the houſe of Sax, 2 Fam.3.& 3.cap.but bertered & more happy 
when matters were compoled and a league made, 2 Sam.5.1,2, 
3. And ſo it was an exceeding diſtempered ſtate of times of late 
in England for ſome years together , when their juſt Liberties 
were eadeavourcd by the Parliament and their Forces Tprote- 
ſting and covenanting thereunto)that then others of the Nati- 
on were upin arms for tyranny, and proteſted for it. Bur the 
moſt infinitely wiſc and = God, having now been plea- 
ſedto grant deliverance from Tyranny unto the Nation, by i he 
Parliament and their Forces, why ſhould not people come in 
and engage together, as did the Iſrachtes aboye mentioned , 
2 Sam.5.1,2,3. Oh that we of this Nation were affeRed as David 
was (molt probably on that occaſion) to ſay or ling heartily , 
Pſal.1 33.1. Behold bow good and bow pleaſant it is for brethren to 
awcll together in unity! ec. | 

2. Serled Peace and proſperity ( which religiouſly aff-ed 
Common-wealths-men ought to pray and ſeck for, See P/al. 

I 22.6,7,8.) is likeſt to be effeted and promored in the Com- 
mon-wealth (as otherwiſe,ſo) by mucuall engaging to be true 
and faithfull chereunto.For hence good and ſpeciall my 
ment may be to the inhabitants co exerciſe husbandry , trade , 
merchandize, building, planting, &c. there being in ſuch caſc 
oportunity to live quietly and peaceably without any diſtur- 
bance, and to enjoy the adminiſtration of Juſtice and Judge- 
ment, as occaſion hall require, even as it fared wich the flouri- 
ſhing Common-wealth of Iſracl, at ſuch times when they _ 
: jo 


reſt in the dayes of the Judges, albeit they then had ne King : 
ſee Iu4p.z-11.30. | 

3. Welfare of Church ſtate (which conſiſterh ſingularly -in 
ſpecial! unired combinations of ſingle Congregations in their 
Presbyterics, and of Presbyrerics combined 1n Synods, leſſer or 
greater; ſee As 2.47. Mat.18.17. i Tim 4.14. eAti 15.2.4, 


6. &c. ) ſhall be notably and effeually accompliſhed by ſuchs 


Engagement : For thereby ſuch as are Church- Othcers, and 
likewiſe ſuch as are Church-memb-rs, ſhall be difpoled in their 
ſpirits, and compoſed in their minds and hearts, ro thinke and 
at humbly and foverly, as bzcometh members of the myſticall 
body, whereof Chriſt Jeſus is the head} ſee Rows. 12. 3,4, 5, 6« 
I Cor.1.10. whereas when diviſions do take place, then unavot» 
dable offences and ſcandalls are occationed,to the Chur. hes ve- 
ry great damage, Rom.16.17. Alas, alas! how can it be much ex- 
peRed,that Presbyrery (hal be generally ſerled chrowghous Engy 
land; when ſo many as do pretend to affeR and deſire jr,are not 
only contrary minded to their brethren, who ſhould combine 
together in ſeverall affociations, bur do alſo walk contrary to 
the ſupreme power, who arc the Churches nuching Fathers, and 
to whom it belongeth to cltabliſh and patronize Church: Go» 
vernment; ſee Rom.1 3.4. 

4. Silencing the mouthes of ignorant and fooliſh prophane 
men(who are corrupt;and forward to be clamorouſly calkative, 
and babbling againit che wayes of God aud his people ; ſee 
Prov.g.13. butit is Gods will, that by a due Chriſtian doing 
their ignorance and folly ſhould be ſtopped, r Per. 2.15.) ſhall 
be commodioully atrained by a unanimuu; concurrence of bre« 
thren to ingage and at for common and publice ſafety , even 
unto the vexing, diſheartning and daunting ©«f auycitaris; ſee 
the exempliacation hereof 1na pregnant inttariec of the State 
of the Jew:ſh Comman. wealth after their recurne from the 
captivity, and had n9 King at ſuch time, applying themſelves 
to reforme amitl.s, and repaire breaches, when -grudged ar, and 
- oppoſed greatly; for whercas all ſorts ſet themſelves in their 
ſtandings unto the work, as we have a full Catalogue of their 
names, and order of their building the wall, Neb. 3. yea, of the 
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Fek6jtes'repairing., though their Nobles put not their neck to 
the work of the Lord, Neb.3:5.) it-came to paſſe, that Sanbal- 
tat, and Tobiah the Ammonite , were wondrouſly and ſtrangely 
exanimated and + yan cherear; - Neh. 4.1.&c. oo I 

5. Rejoycing of the ipirics of Chriltians at home and abroad, 
both in our ownTandand in neighbour Churches and Countreys, 
and their glorifying of God in tuch caſe, ſhall be thz conſequenc 
of ſuch Engagement, which is no (mall benefit : How Chriltians 
at bome are taken and aftcRed, when with one accord there is a 
joyning and continuing together, and what is che fruit thereof, 
we may ſee declared eaA27.2.42.--46,47. Yea, and abroad likewiſe, 
eAt.15.31. gab. 1.23,24. That comfortable Prophecy and gra- 
cious Promiſe reiſpeRing Goſpel-rimes more ſpecially , made 
mention of. //aiah 44.5. viz. One ſhall ſay, I am the Lords, and 
another ſhall call bimſc!fs by the God of [aceb, and another ſhall ſub- 
ſeribs with his hand unto the Lord, and firname him(elfe by the name . 
of Iſrael : And another mentioned, Z ach. 8. 23. Thus faith the 
Lord: of Hoſts, in thoſe dayet it, ſhall come to paſſe, that ten men 
ſhall take hold ont of all languages of the Nations, even foall take 
hold of the skirt of hims that is a lew, ſaying, we will go with you, for 
we have beard that God is with you : Even theſe Prophecies and 
Promiſes may be alluded unto by way of reſemblance, to denote 
the advantages by Engliſhmens concurrence unto the publike 
good and welfarc of the Nation. 

This fivefold profit infilted on, may well be an attraRtive to 
a]lure,and perſwade to ſeek and follow after it, (ith the mer- 
chandize thereof is better then the merchandize of filver , and 
the gaine thereof is berter then gold; it is more precious then 
Rubies, and nothing that can be deſired, is to be compared unto 
it, And thus far of the three Reaſons : And « threefold cord ts not 
quickly broken, Eccleſ.4.1 2. 


SECT. I'V. 


ObjeRtions againſt ſubſcribing the Engagement, ſatisfaeto- 
rily anſwered. ry 


LA AS ——_— COIN WEI OTOL 


A toreh that which hath been already declared in the eve 
*Aſtating of the Account of ſubſcribingithe Engagement, and 
| . D 


alſo.in the evincing the truthand Faithfulneſſe of -it -by the three 


Reaſons which have been hicherto inſiſted on, is of 'full ſufficien- 
cy to give ſatisfaction to ſuch perſons as are cordially inclined 
toaloveof truth and peace; yer notwithſtanding becauſe there 

are fome Z.alots found (having [therein] a zeal of God, bur not 

according toknowledge, Rem.10.2.) whoat leaſt do think that 

they. do God good ſervice, in refuſingto ain that which tc 
are warrantably called unto, (even as Peter the Apoſtle did, 

eActs1 .1 .&c.) and in ating contrary unto the way, which it 

is mect che, (hould walk in,(as che Apoſtle Paul ſomtimie thought 

he ought to do,« Mer. 26.9.) It ſhall not there fore be grievous un- 
to me (and [ crulit it will not be ickſome ro'the Reader ) to 
adle 2 rew lines more for the further convincing of obitmare 
gain-layers, and'for che undeceiving of tratable minded perſons, 
who are willing. to bc.inſtru ted in r:ghecouſactle ; and this is © 
be done in anſweringſume O»jcions made againſt the Sublcrie 
. bing of the Engagement. 

-1. Obzece. Fhe generality of aÞ ſorts of perſons in London, 
yea, and throughout the whole land, are dilated unto this 
Aubſcriving. TOS IN. 

Anſ. 1tis no good argument qgainſt it, becauſe it is ſaid that 
4t i generally ditaff-&ed; 35 it were-No good a: gument for it, if 
41 ahou'd beſuid, that ic were generally - r—— , fith it is not 
ſimply cothe commendation erdiſcommendation of a courſe that 
it is generally obſerved, or not obſerved ; fort ſomtimes a righte- 
ous way is generally ſpoken againſt, fee Act. 28. 22, and fome- 
times a notorious 4{anfull way x generally cried vp with great ac- 
clamarion; fee eAot.19.34. And' yer notwithſtanding it is well 
'known, that very mary of all ſorts in the Land , beſides rhe ſu- 
;Preme power requiring it, are well-aff:&ted unto it,cven reverend 
Judges, faichfull 'uſtices, knowing Lawyers, undriftanding Soul- 
diers, judicious Preachers, and conſcientious religious Peo- 
ple, &c. | 
11-06je#. Subſcription unto'the Engagement is refuſed not on- 
ly by maligrant Cavaliers and\R«yaliiits, &c. but alſo generally 


by Covenancicrs and Presbyterians in London Province, and 


bike wife throaghour the Land. 


} 


abies vecte tobe wilhed affeftionately,that this Objeti- 
| | on 
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on might not be declared in <9], the rejoycing and exnſting 
of the Canaanite and Perizzitc, who do yet dwell in the Land. 
Sce Micah 1.10, Gen.1 3.7. - 

2. it doth nor (imply, nor yet juſtly at all refleRt diſgraccfully 
either on the Presbytery, or on the ſolemn Covenant, that ſome 
or many perſons who have conformed to Presbytery, and Cove- 
nant , do now ſhew themſelves unconformable to the Engage- 
ment; ich it is no new thing for many to cleave unto others b 
Aatreries. Sce Dani 1.34. There were falſe brethren brought 1n- 
to Churches, and amonglt the crue brethren. See Ga/at. 2.4, 

3 Albeit the Covenane and the Engagement being both of 
them rightly underſtood, can well agree together, (as +ath been 
cleared 1n the ſecond reaſon of this account) yea and there is no- 
thing in Presbytery ſoundeth- of any diſcrepancy ;. fo as neither 


| Presbytery norCovenanrt-is any way trenched on by engiging;yert 


notwithſtanding, ſich Pregbytery is of Eccleſiaſticall cogaizance , 
and Engagement is unto civill Power ; this objeQtion therefore 
beareth no proportion to the caſe in hand. 

4. Many Miniſters and people (through vulgar weakneſſe, and 
£00 great a degree of time- ſerving ſiniſter reſpeRs) have been apr 
to Voterand AR after the mind of ſome eminent ring-leadersto 
faction\as well as by eminent Reformers unto good waies: See 
7oſiahs daies)asisto be ſeen in that preference of Barabbas before 
Chriſt, chrough the perſwaſion of the chief Priefts and Elders , 
Afat.17.20. How many Miniſters were there in prelaticall times, 
who did ſwear canonically, and'ſubſccibe implicitly, who yer did 
charge aiſo implicitly with the times, covenanting againſt for- 
mer waics? Thus it was alſo with many formerconforming, and 
lace covenanting people following their guides. Nor long firice 
there were very many(who have profeſſed C hrifts wap of Presby- 
tery;) who did ſubſcribe Artettations implicitly , both'in London 
Province, in Lzncaſhire, iv Shropfhire, in Cheſhire, and'in other 
Counries,couching ſcvers]l Optnions, ard books,ant the Authors 
ofthem'ſcarce known unto them in the very titles, much lefſe read 
and'weightd by chem (1 ſpeak what I know of ſryerall of them 
buo were drawn and'perſwaded thereunto by afew chief ſticklers 
and;promorers in thoſe affairs. Whence ir followeth, thas it” is . 
facre the lefle conſiderable, thatia mulcicude is prerentied unty/ in 
the caſein hand. D 2 5.lc 
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5. It is undonbredly true Rod vichltanding that very many 
Faithfull Presbyterians, and conſcientious Covenantiers do ſub- 
ſcribe rhe Engagement thouoh ſome others refuſe to doit) and 
yet no advantage'is co be made of the number of the Presbyteri- 
ans and Covenaaticrs argumentatively, , who ſubſcribe the En» 
gagement, (ith it is probable enough that many ſuch may” have 
beenffiniſterly ſwayed thereunto. An eſtimate is to be made by the 


. juſt reaſon,and not by the great number of thoſe that ſubſcribe the 


Engag: ment. | 

IH. 04je#. Some of the good 01d Non-conformilſts, do refuſe 
eo ſubſcribe the Engagemenc, 

Anſw.1. And ſome of the old Non-conformiſts, who conſcien- 
tioully refuſed to ſubſcribe ſome of the Articles, canonically.re- 
quiring ſubſcription to them , ( but then refuſed noe to ſubſcribe 
according to the Law of the Land, provided in ſuch caſe;See Elie; 
13.1 2.)cven thoſe non-ſubſcribers can with good conſcience ſub» 
ſcribe the Engagement. 

2.1t muſt needs be acknowledged,that the good old Non-con- 
formilts (who as Fudah in eviil cimes, ruled with God, and were 
ſaithfull amongſtthe Saints, when Ephraim compaſſed him about 
with lies, and the houſe of 7/raet with deceit..See Hoſ.11.12.) are 
men ſubject to paſſions anderror, as well as others, Humanum ef 
errare, Let God be true, and every man a lier, &c. See Roms. 3. 4. 
It is a known and lamented caſe, how temptation prevailed too 
much. with ſundry profeſſed Non-conformiſts in thetimes of Epi- 
ſcopacy, occaſioning them to ſhrink and give in., eicher through 
fear of men, or love of the world, or for ſerving the times, after 
they had ſome waics profeſſed otherwiſe: yea, and this no doubt 
came to paſſe through divine permiſſion for cheir humbling, and 
that they might better know what was in their own hearrs, it was 
in this caſe wich them, as ic had been with ſome faichfull ſervants 
of God, who were ducly affcRed ro Presbyteriall and Synodicall 


Principles, and yet by occaſion ſomicrime failed ro walk evenly - 


therein,viz. The Apoſtle Petey at Antioch withdrew himſelf from 
the Gentiles, (howbeic the Synodicall decree was otherwiſe, 4s 
15.1.&c. and as David Dickyon interpreteth in caſe in hand, on 
Galat.2.11.) yea, and other Jews difſembled likewiſe, inſomuch as 
Baneba allo was cars od away with their diimulation, Bur the 
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Apoſtle Pau! adhering tothe Synodica] decree,witkſtood Peter, 
Galat.2.11;12413,44iyer, and the Apoſtle Prterafterward making, 
mention by occaſion of the Apoſtle Paw , ftileth. him , beloved 
brothey Paxl,and commendetivais. wile and Faithfull deportment, 
See 2 Per.3i15,16, So'well.could theblefled Apoſtles act and ſub- * 
mit, and agree in Presbyterian waies,according co Scripture,when 
they were-themſclves. Oh that we could duly. obſerye- and. be- 
come advertiſed hereby, who approved our ſelves conſcientious 

Non-conformiſts under Pre latica!!l eryalls, But to retuin to the 
anſwer more nearly after this ſhort digceſſion;Let ir be taken no- 
tice,that albeit ſome weaknefles do break out from ſome old Non- 
conformilts, yer it concerneth chem, as well as thoſe who hither- 
to eſcape ſuch temptations, to ſer our ſelves.to wa Ik by Scrip- 
ture Rule, to be ſob: r and watchtfull tn all things, for the appro- 
ving the goouncffe of our conſcienccs, willing in all things co live 
honeſtly. See Heb.1 3.18. 

INI. 0bje. A Precbyterian Miniſter., and ancient Non-confor- 
miſt, being now grown aged above ſixty year, howbeit through 
thegrace of God, he approved himſclf in the whole courſe of his 
Miniſtery hitherto, net only in bolding faſt the forme of ſound 
words in faith and love whichisin C heiſt Jeſus, but alſo in with- 
ſtanding Prelaticall ſubſcription, and ſuperſtitions conformity,un» 
ro ſuſpenſion, and exile, &c. yet now through infirmity of age 
may fail, and ſo conſent ro ſubſcribe the Engag2menc. 

Anſw.1.1; is both poſſible and probable, and ſure alſo,(through 
the grace and faichfulnefſe of him that hath promiſed) that thoſe 
who are planted in the houſe of God,ſhal ſtil bring forth fruit in 
old age; P/a-92, 13,14. as having by reaſon of ule, their ſenſes ex- 
etifeſrs diſcern both good andevill. See Heb.5.14. Let wiſdome, 
be juſtified of her children, and praiſed likewiſe for free grace ; 
yea and for confidence therein. 

2. Albcit, God ſometirfics taketh away the underſtanding, of 
the aged, Fob v2.20. ſoas they do not alway underſtand judge- 
ment, fob 32.9. yer ſometimes it nay come to paſſe, that aged 
ones may have naturall vigor and parts for going out,and coming 
in in their callings, as well as they had, when they were younger , 
Jofh.14-11. Yea, and ordinarily it is an argument for, chalen» 
ging reſpeRt unto what is ſaid or done, when it ven 

rom 


. . DT 20 - | 

from the aped. The Apoſtle Paw! in pleading +mitter with Pha 
limen; uſeth this argumenc to-petilwadethe rather, becauſe even 
Pal che aged did move therein, Philens 9.ver. 

3. ln the year 1614. an aged Minilter of an hoary head, and fil 
ver hairs (M.Ti/ecoar by name of B.A.) and-my ſcif then#young 
man , did both of us togerher receive a ſentence of ſaſpcation 
from the exerciſe of our Miniſtery , for our cefaling Alerarchicall 
ſabſcription and conformity to Ceremonies, declaredagainit us 
by the then Chancellor of Cheſter, { under which we' remained 
for a time) who added'to chat our ſuftring, his mocking and 
jeering of us, that rhe one of us was very aged, and the other very 

oung , as it therefore our witneſle-bearing to the truth of che 
oſpell were lefſe to be regarded. And yer that which che Chan- 
cellor uttered reproachfully , became unto me tor confirntation 
and inconragement, baving the good and grave oid Father to be 
exemplary; as cth:rs of good note in Chelhire did then ajfo judge 
it well might be uſcfull rome; whatever now ſome do prejudict- 
ally conceit of the aged. 

4. It is the lcfle marvell, that ſome do detrat from the autho- 

rity of the aged and hoar-headed, whenas the ſame pe: fons are al» 


ſoſ-lt-willed and preſumpruous in deſpiling and tpcaking evill 
of Government and Supreme Power, ( 2 Per.271G.) wheieas yet 


notwithſtanding, God hath revealed in his word that it ought to 


be otherwiſe, See Levit.19.32. Roms.1 3.7. 

V:08je&. It .s doubted that an inſnaring danger may lurk inthe 
promiſe declared of being faithfull co che Common- weaith; for= 
aſmuch asthe ſenſe of the word faithful may peradyenture be 
Atrzined-afterwards to intangle the ſubſcriber. 

eff. 1, One would ſcarcely have thought that any man of 
common capacity to underſtand Engliſh , much lefſe that. any 
knowing Chriltiao, and leaſt of all that any Miniſter of ther Goſs 
pell, could'have had ſuch a ſcruple; firfſneither it's noration', nor 
the obvious uſe of the word,as it iseithcr inthe Scrigture(which 
isfull of it) or as it:isin ordinary. ſpeech and acception' amongſt 
men, can give any riſe for ſuch'a | +00 wy ſcrupulous fancy. 

2: Aqoting about ſtrifes: off words produceth no protit , but 
Nrife, envy,railings, evill ſurmiſings,. perver:c:diſpurings of men 
of corrupt: minds, and-deſtixuce of the-rruth, even co the ſubver- 
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of the hearers; fee 1 Tim. 6.4, 5. Þe 4TH. 2:14 et therfore the 

wife Chriſtians and Miniſters, avoid ſuch queſtions abouc 
words clear in themſelves, ſtudying to ſhew-themleſyes approved 
unto God, &c. 2 Tim. 2.15. 

' 3. Let ſuch wordy Queſtioniſts remember that the pious and 
prudent contrivers'bf the Direory for the publike Worſhip of 
God throughout England, Scotland, and Iceland, eſtabliſhed by 
our Parliament, in thac part of it which direReth about the ſo- 
lemnization of Marriige, they thought it meet that the perſons 
to be married together ſhould promiſe mutually to be faithfull 
anto one another: In the DireRory for the Ocdination of Mini- 
Kers,it 1s Ordered,tharſuch as ſhall be ordaincd,do declare a pro- 
miſc of faithfulneſlz, as well as of other duties, in the exerciſe of 
their Miniltery.I dv hence demand, whether perſons 9 be married, 
or Miniſt-rs to be ordained, thould, the one ſort of them ſcruple 
the accompliſhment of their marriage, or the other ſort ſcruple 
th-ir O.din-tion, becaiile of the Engagemenc co be faichfull in 
their reſaciwe conditions? and wherher they ſhould ſurceaſe rather 
therefrom upon a phancaſticall conceir,thac the ſenſe ot the word 
f-5thfull may be trained ro ſome inſnaring afterwards? I con- 
cludcThereforethat as in Domeſtical and Eccleſiaſtical relations 
there is a requiliceneſſe of promiſing to be true and faichful, ſo ic 
ought to be kbewid in the relation inthe Common- wealth, that 


. there be an Engagement of faiuhbfulneſſe thereugto: If any man 


be otherwiſe minded touching being faichfull in the mentioned 
relations in Family, Church and Commonwealth, ſarely be ſeem- 
eth to give ground of juſt jcaloufie, that he meanecth not fairly ; 
that I ſay no more. 'F 

VI.06je&.There was a liberty granted and direRed by Order of 
Parliament , that Preachers in giving of che Covenant ſhould ex- 


- Plain it,and accordingly the Preacherexplained it in ſuch ſcnle,zs 
he apprehends ſtandsnot with his freedome of conſcience to ſyb- 


ſcride che Engagement. 

Anſt1. The liberty allowed and direted unto Preachers for-ex- 
plaining che Covenant, ought to be underſtood of ſucexplain- 
1g it,as ſtood with the juſt and genuine ſenſe of ic,as all rational 


- men will calily acknowledge : It any Preachers took a liberty 0- 


therwiſe, they did abule their liberty ; yea, it was a collufionand 
an 


impoſture inthe Preacher whbeyer hewis, to puta ſenſe thereon- 
of his owne not agreeing thereto, fruſtrating what in kim lay,the 
end of the Covenant and the taking of it. | 

2. They that thus objeR, do noc ſpeak out what the ſenſe of 
the Preacher was that he gave of the Covenant inconſiſtent! with 
the Engagement, ſo as it cannot be expeRed that a full and-ſatif- 
fatory anſwer ſhould be made, thereto; his ſenſe being in-the 
dark, may be reputed an aR of darkneflcalbeit confuſed and un- 
certain ſpeech be of it in the ſtreets at noon __ 

3+ "This ObjeRion giveth occaſion to ſujpeR that ſome per- 
fons(yea,ſome who pretend for Presbytery,but are loofly minded. 
thereunto,fith ſuch do thus objeR) do mike an advantage to put 
-the Covenant to their own ſenſe,to free themſelves thereby from 
the ſacred bonds of it.in its own ſenſe and meaning, + 

4. Let ſuch ObjeRters be pleaſed for the ungeceiving themſelves. 
and their adherents, plainly. avd punually (in their own cogſci-, 
ences and conferences with their Aﬀociates ) anſwer theſe dey 
mands without any tergiverſation,for arguing their ſincerity to« 
wards God and towards men about the Covenant. 

I, Whether the Covenant was not obligatory in its due ſenſe 
and meaning in every article of it, as well as in ſome branches of 
ſome of the Articles more ſpecially affeted ? 

2. Whether there were not ſome main _ gs and 0- 
ther things ſabſeviently covenanted'?7 And what thoſe maine _ 
ehing7, 100 THI the ſubſcrvient chings were? that thus truth and 
faithfulnefle may be diſcerned. hereabouts. | 

3. Whether the chicf cnds of the Covenant were not Refor- 
mation, and defence of Religion, and the ſafety of the People ? 

4. Whether the honour and happineſle of the King was abſo- 
lately covenanted, albeic he ſhould remain obſtinate in his tyran- 
ny, and in other unnaturallcapitallcrimes, unto which God had 
appointed temporall death ?.. . 

5. Whether the grand Priviledge of Parliament, unto which o- 
thers are ſubſervient, bEnor, that above forty members. of the 
Houſe of Commons ating freely in the Houſe , doe continue the 
being of the Houſe of Parliament? And conſequent ſy, whether by 
vertue of the Covenant ſuch Houſe of Commons ought not to be - 


acknowledged the Parliamentary ſupreme Power ? 
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